A question from Alexandra Morton

What should we do? 
 
Wild salmon are the life-blood of the eastern Pacific. Destroy them and our future on this coast dims.  Wild salmon belong to the people of Canada, but exist dangerously in the path of corporate development. Salmon in cages ease the way to damming rivers, selling freshwater south, logging old growth forests and drilling for oil.  The consequence of BC and Canadian governments permitting fish farms to kill wild salmon, will bring this Province to its knees.
 
In 1991, a Parliamentary committee visited Ottawa and warned Canada:
 
We are very strict about the quality and the environment questions. Therefore, some of the fish farmers went to Canada. They said we want bigger fish farms; we can do as we like. (Jon Lilletun, Norwegian Parliamentary Committee on   Environment, Hansard).
 
And here they are doing, as they like with the help of political leaders like Gordon Campbell, Pat Bell, and Loyola Hearn. In fact, Minster Bell just gave fish farmers his cloak of protection, announcing that the industry is in full compliance with the Province¹s inadequate regulations, even as SCIENCE reports they are driving wild salmon to extinction.
 
Concerned about the fate of our wild salmon, a diverse group of Canadian scientists work together to measure the impact of fish farms so DFO and the Province could use the solutions to give our Province the wealth of both industries. We have methodically answered all the questions. Spread over many time zones this work goes on everyday, weekends, holidays, because the
closer we look the more we realize time is running out. The paper in SCIENCE (Dec 14, 2007) starts the countdown. If nothing changes only 3 more generations of pink salmon will be produced in the wild Broughton Archipelago Rivers less if conditions worsen. Any scientist currently
suggesting the contrary is working for industry or DFO.
 
Similarly, the team of MLA’s appointed by Gordon Campbell to deal with fish farms extended deadlines, traveled extensively, arranged scientist debates and reached the same conclusion as we have. The problem is so serious, the ramifications so great, that they concluded: move the industry into closed tanks within 5 years or lose wild salmon. Instead of acting, Gordon Campbell
and Pat Bell have plugged their ears and approved four more net pen farms, the very technology the MLA¹s reported must go.
 
In Norway, fish farmers have been on red alert since July when Norwegian oil and gas billionaire John Fredriksen, himself the principal shareholder in the world's largest salmon farming company Marine Harvest, whilst standing on a Norwegian river-bank holding his fishing-rod told a reporter
that salmon farms should be in places without wild salmon. (Telegraph, Jan. 04, 2008).
 
Environmental organizations are also working in concert across time zones on every front. Some have gone so far as pouring over production schedules with industry, to determine how the industry could give wild salmon safe passage while still operating. But the fish farmers are gambling that no matter what happens to our wild salmon, government will protect them. In fact, the industry has stocked a full house at ground zero in the Broughton Archipelago, even as the science by Canadian universities in three Provinces reports these very farms are driving a large wild salmon population rapidly to extinction.
 
In November, a group of people whose businesses depend on wild Broughton salmon bought a full-page ad in the Globe and Mail and launched the website www.savebcsalmon.ca an unusual effort for business people.
 
It might be comforting to think this is only happening in the Broughton, but I have more work to be published reporting that juvenile salmon and herring in the waters of eastern Vancouver Island to 1/3 of BC¹s wild salmon are being eaten by sea lice near fish farms off Campbell River. And then there are the viral epidemics that the fish farmers admit they have spread coast wide (Saksida 2006).
 
So here we stand at the edge of an extinction. Whether we go over the edge is up to us. Salmon eggs are about to hatch in the Broughton Rivers offering life to all around them. Marine Harvest and Mainstream have made their intentions clear. Despite notice from scientists, politicians,
environmentalists, business people, even their own countrymen and shareholders, they have restocked their farms in the path of these fish. And their gamble is paying off.
 
Without wild salmon the Fraser River can be dammed, the last watersheds clear-cut, and the corporate fish farmers will own the salmon market.
 
This letter is to ask, what do you think can be done?
 
Please tell me.  I cannot bear to watch the last of these wild salmon destroyed by sea lice through sheer corporate arrogance. The underlying pulse of this beast has been revealed and no one is going to benefit in the end. Wild salmon are a gift to the entire world. There is no future on a
coast left to die without the energy they carry back to the rivers. They are the wellspring of our economy and spirit. Our children will curse the names of those who gave away one of the last non-corporate controlled food resources left on earth.  And for what…for nothing.


What should I do?
 
Alexandra Morton
Echo Bay BC
wildorca@island.net
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