Photo Caption: In addition to Coho, the author hooks some very large Chinook
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Another article on Coho, yet it is!  As you have read, I praise these acrobatic finned fighters of the fish world.  I rank Coho Salmon (otherwise known as “Silver”) the number one sport fish.

In my last story, I wrote about the famous Skeena River, but this time the article will be on a small Skeena tributary known to Northwest Fishing Guides as the “Zipper Mouth.”

The “Zip”, is perhaps the most beautiful little river valley in the entire world.  This river is relatively small but receives little if no fishing pressure even during peak salmon run periods.

Tall mountain peaks and shear rock faces, guard this unspoiled jewel of the Skeena wilderness.  Flowing off these immense escarpments are magnificent waterfalls which are numerous at times.  These cascading columns of water are the result of the autumn rains which bring water levels up in the Skeena tributaries signaling the return of the big Northern Coho.

After the water clears up in the “Zip” you can actually count every rock and pebble at 7 feet of clear blue-green water and in some pools you can even see Coho “Slam” your presentation.  This pristine little river begins by pouring out of a hole in the mountain and emptying into beautiful pool that can hold literally hundreds of Silvers that with the right presentation can be taken on every cast.  The size of these fish can range anywhere from 10 - 25 lbs.

Now as for the proper techniques there is a variety of methods to choose from.  First we float fish using 14 - 17 ft noodle rods combined with a Pacific Steelheader single action reels loaded with 10-12 lb test monofilament and 6-8 tippet material approximately 24 inches long below a barrel swivel.  Now attach a #8-10 hook to your tippet accompanied by a small egg sack or a chunk of skeined roe.  Use small micro shot for weight and remember to use only enough weight to keep your rig suspended just above the snags along the rivers bottom or to keep the bobber floating upright in the water.

Not everybody has to use these high tech float rods.  A 9-10 foot rod set up with an Ambassador 5500 or similar Diawa reels loaded with 10-15lb test should suffice.

Another simple yet very effective technique is the use of heavy lure such as Crockadiles or Fat Alberts.  I personally like Fat Alberts because of the wide variety of colors to choose from.  Color can be important for different water conditions.  The rule of thumb is to use gold silvers or any metallic color in clear water and solid colors such as chartreuse or hot pink in colored water.  All you have to do is locate some Coho and cast your spoon ahead of them, allow your lure to dive down to where the resting fish are holding.  The take may be only a slight twitch on the rod tip or big slam.  It’s up to you to recognize what is happening on the end of your line.

This last technique, I have found to be the most productive, in fact even more explosive, especially when the other systems fail.  Noel Gyger, our “senior guide”, landed 30 big Northern Coho, two of which were over 20 lbs, with this technique.  The “Ghost Method” is how I refer to this system.  The reason being is because I can’t tell you.  Now that the hair is standing up on the back of your neck, I can tell you this.  Come to Terrace BC and “we,” Northwest Fishing Guides, will personally show you this master techniques for monster Coho.

If you would like more information or wish to book a guided trip please call Noel Gyger at (250) 635-2568 or e-mail him at noel@noelgyger.ca . His website is www.noelgyger.ca  He will send you a brochure and a rate sheet and maybe a tip on the “Ghost Method”.

Another way to see the great fishing we offer send for one of our personal video’s of our guiding season.  The cost is $40 U.S. includes shipping and handling.

