Photo Caption: The author is also known for hooking some BIG Chinook also.
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They are also known as “humpies”.  The Pacific Pink Salmon are the smallest member of the salmon family, but on the other hand, most abundant.  

Every year, millions of Pinks migrate up the Skeena River and tributaries to spawn.  There is no “cycle” year for Skeena River Pinks so every year is a good run.  They are about two or three years old when they enter fresh water and by mid August the Skeena River are thick with these magnificent Salmon.   Their average weight is about six pounds but eight to 10-pounders are not uncommon.

Pinks will bite just about anything you throw at them but an exciting way to hook them is with flies.  If you have never fly-fished before or if you are just beginning, your chances of success are very good, I’d say about 100%.  Some beginners get discouraged when they start to fly fish and many times give up and go back to conventional tackle.  The Pinks are so plentiful and aggressive that hooking 20 - 30 fish a day is not uncommon.

After fly-fishing for Pinks you will have enough confidence to tackle other species of Salmon and Steelhead Trout.

The best time to fish for Pinks is from the third week of July to the end of August.  Of course the bright “chromers” are caught early in the run and would be the best ones to eat.  Bag limits are two fish per person per day.  The males develop a hump on their back, consequently the nickname “humpy”.  The run lasts well into September but the fish are dark and the eating quality is poor.

Accompanying the Pinks on their spawning run is the King Salmon and Steelhead.  On the Skeena River you have to fish for them in deeper water.  The Sockeye salmon are also very plentiful in the Skeena but not as easy to catch as the Pinks are.  Actually, with a little luck, fly-fishing on the Skeena in August could net you all five species of Pacific Salmon plus “summer run” Steelhead.  

The Skeena River produces some large fish.  King Salmon up to 120-pounds, average 40-pounds.  Coho up to 28-pounds, average, 14-pounds.  Steelhead up to 40-pounds, average 15-pounds.  Pinks up to 10-pounds, average six-pounds.  Sockeye up to 15-pounds, average 10-pounds.

This is a very exciting time of year to visit Terrace, B.C. with your fly-rod!  I recommend hiring a fishing guide to show you the best places, flies and methods.
To book your fully guided fishing trip please contact:

Noel Gyger

Phone: 250-635-2568

E-mail: noel@noelgyger.ca
Website: www.noelgyger.ca
