                                    A Man and His River   
 By Dave Ledingham            
     This unlike most articles it not about how many fish, the size, or the one that got away.  This is about a man who truly enjoys the sport as well as the environment. Noel Gyger of Northwest Fishing Guides operates one of the finest inland lodges of the north. Noel along with his wife Gail offer gourmet class meals, top of the line fishing equipment, family atmosphere and of course world class fishing. Fishing guides seldom enjoy the luxury of fishing once the season begins, but in July 96 while chinook fishing with Noel, we agreed that I would come up on the first week of March in 97 for some steelhead fishing, prior to guide season opening. I arrived on March 8th and Noel stated the fishing was good, we agreed to meet at 8.00 am. After hooking up the drift boat we headed down the road and talked about the beautiful scenery and how it has changed over the years, Noel has been guiding in the Terrace area for fifteen years and has seen the influx of people and how several have no regard for Mother Nature.  It is a common site to see Noel bend over to pick up a piece of paper or discarded fishing line. After preparing the boat we slowly started to drift in some slow moving water and there was complete silence except the odd squeak from the oars, I looked behind me and Noel was just staring at the mountains he had certain calm on his weathered face and you could tell he was at peace with the river. As we drifted downstream I was told how each pool had received its name and the story behind it. After 15 years Noel knows every nook and cranny where to cast in different water conditions it’s almost a sixth sense about him. After landing a nice chrome buck around 12-pounds I changed my bait, I was about to toss it over the side when Noel said to put the used roe bag on the floor not over the side as dollies could ingest it, I consider myself to be river friendly but I never gave thought to how I discarded my bait bags. That won’t happen again. Rare are the times when two friends can get together and enjoy each others company and remarkable fishing, but the time spent with Noel will leave some memories of a lifetime as well plus a lasting friend ship.

Noel can be reached at:
Noel Gyger

Phone: 250-635-2568

E-mail: noel@noelgyger.ca
Website: www.noelgyger.ca 

SIGN UP… to receive his Weekly Fishing Reports via e-mail on his website at www.noelgyger.ca  Just click the yellow box (left side) 

