SUMMARY OF THE 2001 SEASON – by Noel F. Gyger  

MARCH 15: The season opener, March 15, on the Kalum River went very well for our two  guests Clay Kangerga (repeat guest) and Gary Jordan (rookie) hooking a total of 14 Steelhead between them and landing seven.  They had a very good day and said they were pleased.  The river conditions were excellent and the weather was fair all week. On March 16 they hooked 10 Steelhead.  March 17 they hooked 14.  March 18, their last day fishing together, they hooked 10.  Gary stayed and fished an extra day.   These numbers tell us there was a good number of fish in the river.  

Note:  The Kalum River is “Classified Waters” year round and we are licensed to guide from March 15 through October 15 only.  All licensed Angling Guides are limited to these dates.

MARCH 18:  The fishing started off very good for our guest Gary Jordan landing seven Steelhead. One was a very BIG fish! (See photo of the week)  He apparently landed an even bigger fish later that day but couldn’t get a photo.  The weather had turned cold by Wednesday March 21 when two dedicated fly fishermen arrived.  The unusual cold temperatures continued through Thursday and Friday making fly fishing near impossible as the guides on their fishing rods froze up after only three or four casts.  Even with these tough conditions they persevered and did manage to land Steelhead.  One of these fellows was, repeat guest, Robert Tomes and he landed a BIG Steelhead . (See photo of the week)  You may remember Robert from last spring, first week in April, when he may have landed a new fly caught world record Steelhead.   See last spring April 9, 2000 report for the details.

MARCH 25-APRIL 1:  Our guiding efforts focused on the Kalum River, upper drift.  It started off slow for our guest Bill Kaiser due to the bad weather but on his last day he got it going and he landed 8 Steelhead.  Our other guest, David Pratt, was off to a roaring start, first day he landed 8 Steelhead, second day he landed 9 (including a 20-pounder).  See photo’s of the week.  The spin fisherman will be challenged by a fly fisherman next week.    

APRIL 8:  Fishing was excellent all week!  Our guiding efforts were focused on the upper  Kalum River drift. Now we are starting to guide on the Kitimat River and main-stem Skeena River.  All three rivers are low and clear.  In my last report I mentioned a single fly fisherman taking on a couple of spin fishermen…well…he held his own.  In four days of fishing fly fisherman Elmer Miller hooked a total of 17 Steelhead and landed 7.    The purple “Zonker” was the top fly.  Three of the fish were larger than average size and one even topped the 20-pound mark (see photo of the week).  We are certain lots of fresh Steelhead are coming into the main-stem Skeena River now.  These fish are bright, chrome silver.

APRIL 22:  Fishing this week, due to the rising water, was a challenge for our two fly fishing  guests from Sweden but they were up to it.  With assistance from their experienced AAG Randy Marshall and dedication to their sport, they did manage to hook a total of six Steelhead and land three.  They also hooked, landed and lost numerous Dolly Varden Char along with a fish we affectionately call S.I.T (Steelhead In Training) which are actually Steelhead Smolts.  These young Steelhead spend 2 to 3 years in freshwater before they head out to the saltwater.

APRIL 29:  I must start this weeks report with a couple of corrections to last weeks fishing report.   First off, I used the wrong formula to estimate the weight of my BIG Steelhead.  The correct estimated weight would be 19.15-pounds not 22.18-pounds.  Darn…sure looked well over 20-pounds to me!  Also, our two guests from Sweden hooked a total of nine Steelhead and landed four, not three.

MAY 6:  I am getting reports that good numbers of Chinook Salmon are being caught throughout the full length of the Kalum River.  As a conservation measure these BIG fish are catch and release only.  Fishing for Steelhead on this river is still very good and if one is lucky expect to hook both Chinook and Steelhead on the same day.   The water on the Kalum River has been rising steadily (this is normal for this time of year) and has remained in good shape.

MAY 13:  Good numbers of Chinook Salmon are being caught throughout the full length of the Kalum River.  As a conservation measure these BIG fish are catch and release only.  The water on the Kalum River has been rising steadily (this is normal for this time of year) and has remained in good shape.  Chinook fishing on the Skeena River is really starting to pick up.  Normally, this time of year, the water is too dirty to fish for them but this week the water is still clean enough to fish…and the bite is on!!

Our group of 8 guests from Alberta managed to land 15 Steelhead and 13 Chinook in their four days (May 9-13) of guided fishing and lost about as many.   All fish were released except for the three Chinook they landed on the Skeena River.  They plan to enjoy a family barbeque when they get home and have booked another trip to come back in July 2002.

MAY 20:  Very good numbers of Chinook Salmon are being caught throughout the full length of the Kalum River now.  This looks like a very good year! As a conservation measure BIG Chinook over 65cm  are catch and release only until July 1.  You may retain the smaller Jack’s (under 65 cm) but…the small fish are few and far between.  Our  lodge record 83-pounder was landed on May 24, 1983.  Fishing for Steelhead on this river is still very good and if one is lucky expect to hook both Chinook and Steelhead on the same day.   The water on the Kalum River has been slowly rising  (this is normal for this time of year) but has remained in good shape.  

Chinook fishing on the Skeena River is really starting to pick up.  Normally, this time of year, the water is too dirty to fish for them but this week the water is still clean enough to fish…and the bite is on!!

Our four guests (2 from England and 2 from USA) so far have managed to land 64 Steelhead and 25 Chinook in five days of guided fishing on the Kalum, Skeena and Kitimat Rivers.  All fish were released except for the one Chinook that was landed on the Skeena River.  This is the BEST FISHING we have seen in years!!   After this group leaves we will not be targeting spring Steelhead anymore, we will leave them alone to set up for spawning.  The next time we target Steelhead will be on the Skeena River  for “summer-runs” starting around mid August.

This is the best Steelhead and Chinook spring time fishing we have seen in years!  The Kalum River is full of fish from top to bottom…but as a continued conservation measure, fishing for Chinook Salmon above the lower canyon has closed as of May 24.  One may target them below the lower canyon (approx. 5 miles) and even then the BIG fish over 65cm  are “catch and release” only until after July 1.  

MAY 27:   Please avoid targeting Steelhead directly, most now will be in the spawning mode and should be left alone.   The next time we target  Steelhead will be on the main stem Skeena River  for “summer-runs” starting around early to mid August.

JUNE 3 – 30:  We focus our guiding now on the (lower section) Kalum, Kitimat and  mainstem Skeena Rivers.  When the water was in shape on the Kitimat River fishing for Chinook, Chum and Pink was great!  We have a large group coming in the first week of July so the guides (Randy, Greg and I) did a test fish on the Kitimat River June 25 and hooked a total of six Chinook and landed three in a short day.  See…photo of the week.
JULY 1:  Looks like a good run of Chinook are in the river now.  The mainstem Skeena river is still dirty.  We really look forward to the Skeena River cleaning up so we can start fishing there, not only for Chinook but also Sockeye which should start coming in anytime.  A run of 2.6 million Sockeye is predicted for this year.

FOC (Fisheries & Oceans Canada) predict a good run of Chinook again, plus this year one may angle for and retain Sockeye and Pinks on the mainstem Skeena River.  The daily limit will probably be two fish per person, double that for your possession.

We focus our guiding now on the (lower section) Kalum, Kitimat and mainstem Skeena Rivers.  If the mainstem Skeena River is dirty we fish the clean seams that flow in from tributary waters.  We can always find a place to fish.

JULY 15:  Fishing has been EXCELLENT on the mainstem Skeena River, lots of BIG Chinook being landed along with Sockeye.  Fishing for Chinook is starting to pick up on the lower Kalum River.  All waters are in excellent condition.  It is early but we anticipate hooking our first summer-run Steelhead anytime and maybe our first Coho.  

Our three guests from Switzerland, one of which is a repeat, had an excellent four days of guided fishing on the mainstem Skeena.  They hooked a total of 38 Chinook and managed to land 12.  They fished one day for Sockeye and managed to land a few. (See photo of week)  

JULY 22:  Chinook fishing (for the BIG ones) was very good on the lower Kalum River for our group of three repeat guests from Alberta.  AAG Randy Marshall managed to get them into 29 BIG Chinook and land 15 in three days of fishing.   Fishing for Sockeye on the mainstem Skeena started out good at the beginning of the week but slowed down by weeks end, due to the warm weather and rising water. 

Kitimat has been very good for Chum (for those who have the technique down either fly or spin) and now the Pinks are starting to show in decent numbers.  Chinook fishing is still available but slowing down.

One of our guests took the day off Salmon fishing on the rivers and went fly fishing for trout in one of our local lakes.  He had a good day landing six nice Rainbows.

JULY 29:  Fishing for BIG Chinook, small Chinook, Sockeye, Pinks is very good on the mainstem Skeena River.  As a bonus we are landing and releasing numerous summer-run Steelhead.  It is wonderful to see this fish again.  The annual cycle has started over!  We are guiding a group of eight and they said they are having a wonderful time landing numerous (and I mean numerous) Salmon on the mainstem Skeena and Chum on the Kitimat River using both spin and fly fishing methods.

Italo Labignan and camera people (Jim & Tony)of Canadian Sportfishing  are here again to shoot more fishing videos.  I will let you know how we make out in next weeks report.  

AUGUST 5:  We shot four fishing shows this week with Italo Labignan of Canadian Sportfishing as follows:

Show 1: Mixed bag of fish (Salmon and Steelhead) landed on the mainstem Skeena with a large group of eight guests.  Each guest was on camera with Italo with a fish landed!  Some of this footage was absolutely amazing the “shock” on the guests faces will tell it all!

Show 2: Fly fishing for Chum on the Kitimat River was very successful with over seven Chum landed for the camera.

Show 3: Fly fishing for Sockeye on the mainstem Skeena went very well with numerous Sockeye landed for the camera.

Show 4: Fishing for BIG Chinook on the mainstem Skeena River went extremely well by landing seven Chinook for the show.  We also landed several Steelhead and two very fresh early run Coho Salmon.

I will let everyone know when these shows air on TSN in Canada as soon as I know.  They will air on OLN in the USA after that.   To date, we have shot eleven fishing shows covering our complete season from spring Steelhead, summer Chinook and other Salmon through fall Steelhead and Coho. 

AUGUST 12:   FANTASTIC FISHING NOW FOR A VARIETY OF SALMON AND STEELHEAD!

The Skeena River now claims ownership of the “catch & release” world record for Chinook Salmon.  Ingrid Oeder was the lucky angler and her angling guides were AG Wolfgang Volker (owner of Kermodei Bear Lodge) and AAG John Wright.   The monster fish with a length of 53.5 inches and a girth of 38.5 using a formula (endorsed by FOC) of Length x Girth squared divided by 800 would weigh 99.125-pounds…clearly the largest Chinook (Kings as the Americans refer to them) ever landed.  Along with witnesses a video was taken and a photograph made from the video.

Note: read the “WHOLE” story in the August 19 report. 

Fishing for BIG Chinook, small Chinook, Sockeye, Pinks and Steelhead is very, very good on the mainstem Skeena River using both fly and spin fishing methods.  A few Coho Salmon were also landed.  It is nice to see these fish again.  One is reminded that one cannot target Coho until after September 1.  

FISHERIES NOTICE:  As of August 7 angling for Chinook is closed (usual annual closure) from the mouth of the Lakelse River to 1.5 KM above the mouth of the Kalum River.  This conservation measure protects these BIG fish and lets them spawn in peace!.  We no longer target them, we are now fishing for summer-run Steelhead.

FISHERIES NOTICE: Limit for Sockeye Salmon on the mainstem Skeena River from the mouth upstream to the confluence with the Kispiox River has been increased to 4 fish per day from 2 fish per day.

AUGUST 26 Fishing for BIG Chinook is over on the Skeena River and Sockeye fishing is slowing down.  Steelhead and Pink Salmon is very good on the mainstem Skeena River using both fly and spin fishing methods.  Coho are also starting to show in good numbers and anglers are reminded not to target them until after September 1.  We have had high water on the Kitimat River that should move Coho up river.

The Terrace & District Angling Guides Association “catch & release” Chinook trophy (contest ended August 6) was won this year by Komaham Lodge with a fish that weighed 80-pounds.  

Code of Conduct : Fisheries and Oceans Canada recently released what could become the 10 commandments of ethical fishing.  The list is located in August 26 report.

SEPTEMBER 9 We had more than our fair share of rain on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and it took some of our rivers out of our guiding program…but…by weeks end everything came back into shape and fishing for Steelhead and Coho is EXCELLENT again!   Sockeye and Pinks are still available on the mainstem Skeena River.   

September 16 We were shocked and saddened by the tragic events in the United States on Tuesday, September 11, 2001.  As chairman of the Terrace & District Angling Guides Association I would like to extend our deepest sympathies from all of our members.

Due to the disruption in airline travel those guests who were booked this week and next have been rescheduled to fish another time.

The weather and water conditions are excellent to fish for both Steelhead and Coho.  Sockeye and Pinks are still available on the mainstem Skeena River but slowing down considerably.  

SEPTEMBER 23 Fishing for both Steelhead and Coho was good until the heavy rain started yesterday.  It blew out the mainstem Skeena, Kitimat and both upper and lower Kalum.  At the moment we are looking for clean water to fish and are having some success.   By Sunday (today) noon the heavy rain had stopped and we hope conditions will come back quickly to most if not all the rivers.  Lots of Pinks still around, Sockeye fishing is just about over.  

SEPTEMBER 30 Despite the heavy rain and poor water conditions on a few of our main rivers Coho fishing has remained excellent (see guest comments).  Most of the rain has stayed in the mountains as snow.  Fishing for Steelhead is tough…but not impossible.  Zymoetz (Copper) River when clean has been fishing very well for Steelhead.  Mainstem Skeena is back in shape today.  Check out the “new” hot link www.northwestfishingguides.com/reports for water heights on the Skeena River.

“Noel & Gail: Thanks for a great time, short but sweet first time here, first day fishing, first Coho on a fly, what a beautiful place, what a beautiful fish.  Randy was a superb guide and we found a hole that everybody else was looking for!  I tied a fly I will call “clouser  mutant” (sp ?) second cast produced a great big attack from a Coho.  The fly is not conducive to an elegant cast, but next time it will make jigs and spoons look singularly unproductive.”  Graeme Thom, originally from South Africa via USA – Sept. 26/2001

“We arrived this place when all rivers were “out of shape”.  But very professional guiding helped us, to catch so many fish.  Many thanks for this to Noel and Greg.  And the hardest rains of British Columbia can’t make you cry, when you stay before in Gail’s kitchen.  Thank you for all – we will be back for 3rd time.”  Hans & Ulrich from Germany – Sept. 22, 2001

OCTOBER 7  We had good weather until today. Fishing is great for both Steelhead and Coho.  All waters are in good shape

OCTOBER 14  Fishing is GREAT for Coho and below average for Steelhead.  Good on the Copper but slow on the Kalum and mainstem Skeena. Possibly more Steelhead could have been landed if one only targeted Steelhead but with all the Coho around it is hard to leave them alone.  All water is in good shape.  I will select Coho photos of the week until October 31st when fishing for Coho closes.  After that, for about six months, expect lots of Steelhead photos.

Our season is winding down…our last guests leave our lodge on October 15. We are already looking forward to next season.  We'll be guiding for Steelhead on the Kalum River starting March 15, 2002.  We still have some dates open so if you are planning a trip please let me know your preferred dates ASAP.

Ending the season with a comment from Capt. Rick Mager seems appropriate: “I fish for a living.  I know what makes a great trip.  Everything about this lodge and the fishing, was just great.  The food, the guides, and the fishing…is the very best anyone could hope for.  We will be back.  Thanks for everything, this place is too beautiful for words.”  Capt. Rick Mager, Key West FL USA – October 14, 2001

Even though our regular seven month guiding season (March 15 thru October 15) is over,  we plan on guiding the Zymoetz (Copper River) for “wild” Steelhead from November 1 through December 31 (two months).   We call this period  EXTREME STEELHEADING.  This is still  a good time to angle for Steelhead even though the weather will be colder.   See you all next year !!

For more information please contact:

Noel Gyger

Phone: 250-635-2568

E-mail: noel@noelgyger.ca
Website: www.noelgyger.ca 

SIGN UP… to receive his Weekly Fishing Reports via e-mail on his website at www.noelgyger.ca  Just click the yellow box (left side) 

