
Northcounty Springtime SteelheadPRIVATE 


by Dave Vedder

Avid steelheaders reluctantly hang up their gear by in spring. Many rivers in the northwest close around March 31st. Those that remain open usually offer only fair fishing.   Not so in northwestern British Columbia, where the unofficial opening day of steelhead season is March 15th.

The area surrounding Terrace British Columbia is an anglers promised land. Two score or more rivers offer year around angling opportunities for salmon trout and steelhead. U.S. steelheaders are often surprised to learn that March and April are prime time in the north country for big, wild steelhead. 

Two major runs of steelhead merge  in Terrace area rivers in late spring.  A large run of wild winter fish enters local rivers beginning in late October. Fresh fish continue to pour into the river all winter long. Harsh winters, accompanied by frozen rivers  and temperatures as low as -30 degrees keep winter angling pressure to a minimum.  In early March a spring run of steelhead begin to  trickle into local rivers\. By April,  rivers are crammed with winter fish waiting  for the urge to spawn and spring fish that have just arrived.  When these two runs overlap the result can be phenomenal steelheading.

Noel Gyger, top guide at Northwest Fishing Guides, says his favorite local river is the Kalum. " I have kept a detailed  diary of every day I have fished the Kalum.  During the spring fishery I have averaged more than five fish a day for the past twenty-two years.  I have never drifted the Kalum in the spring without hooking steelhead.  My best day ever was fourteen fish landed. The day before that we landed thirteen."

Not only does the Kalum produce big numbers of steelhead, it also holds trophy class fish.  The lodge record is an astonishing thirty-two pounds. Every year Kalum River steelheaders land fish weighing over twenty-five pounds. The average size in the Kalum is more than twelve pounds.  

The bucks that have arrived the previous fall are brightly colored, many sport two broad stripes of red on each flank. All the hens are bright . Those that have arrived  that spring are as shiny bright as the  bumper on a new pickup truck.

Noel's favorite river is the Kalum but he admits other local rivers can provide superb steelheading. The nearby Copper is a very accessible river that often boots out excellent catches. The Kitimat River, only an hours drive from Terrace, does not have a winter run  but it  boasts a strong spring run of  hatchery steelhead . The  Kitimat run peaks in late April.   

 Nearby roads and public lands provide excellent access to the Copper and the Kitimat. The Kalum is best fished from a drift boat. Springtime flows are too low to accommodate a motor boat.   Northwest Fishing  Guides have private access to the only drift boat takeout site on the upper Kalum.

Northwest Fishing Guides house guests in a clean modern lodge on the outskirts of Terrace. A seven day, six night package which includes lodging, meals, and five wonderful days of guided fishing is priced at a very reasonable $3095 USD.  For all the fine details and all the answers to your questions please contact:
Noel Gyger

Phone: 250-635-2568

E-mail: noel@noelgyger.ca
Website: www.noelgyger.ca 

SIGN UP… to receive his Weekly Fishing Reports via e-mail on his website at www.noelgyger.ca  Just click the yellow box (left side) 

Terrace is a long ways from anywhere in the U.S. or southern B.C. Flying is the only way to go. Air B.C. has daily nonstop, jet flights from Vancouver (one hour and 15 minutes) priced at approximately $275 roundtrip. Call them at 1-800-776-3000.

Because flights to Terrace leave early in the morning I recommend you overnight in Vancouver, B.C. The Richmond Inn has free shuttle service to and from the airport and free parking. Parking at the airport is so expensive, it is cheaper to stay at the hotel and park free. Call the Richmond Inn at 1-800-663-0299.

