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Few angling pursuits are as addictive as steelheading. Perhaps that is due to the fact few gamefish can be as elusive as steelhead. Beginning steelheaders often fish years before hooking their first steelhead. Soon after steelhead number one hits the beach many steelheaders begin dreaming of achieving steelheading highest achievement - landing a twenty-pound steelhead. This is an admirable, but almost impossible, goal. To put 

this challenge in perspective consider this -  Many veteran steelheaders fish their entire life without hooking a twenty-pound steelhead. Northwest steelhead expert Bill Herzog says, "I  call twenty- pound steelhead the 

fish of 50,000 casts. I have fished Washington rivers  approximately 150 days per year for the last nineteen years. I n that time I have landed exactly four twenty-pound plus steelhead. That works out to a twenty pounder for every 700 days fished!"

Yet those of us who dream of twenty- pound steelhead can make that dream come true if we fish  the right rivers, at the right time of year.  The following three rivers offer a better chance than most for fulfilling the steelheaders dream - a twenty-pound metal-head.

The Thompson River
British Columbia's Thompson River produces an extremely high ratio of  twenty-plus pound steelhead. Some years one of every ten fish landed will exceed twenty pounds.  On a late October day in 1993 I saw six, 

twenty-plus pound steelhead landed on the Thompson. Steelhead legends Buzz Ramsey, John Thomas and John Chamberlin fished  the Thompson for five days in November of 1984. They landed and released 23 steelhead, of which, six exceeded twenty pounds. Buzz caught a 30 pound five ounce monster that held the 

IGFA record for nine years.

Thompson River steelhead are summer run fish. They begin arriving in mid September. By late October Steelhead are scattered from the mouth of the Thompson at  Lytton  to Kamloops Lake,   Lake.  The best holding water is near the small town of Spences bridge. Fishing is good from October until late December, but be aware that winter bares its teeth early here. Anytime after November 15th you can expect a nasty combination of cold days and strong winds. 

The Thompson has several angling restriction designed to protect its unique run of monster fish. Anglers are not permitted to fish from boats, although you may use a boat for transportation. No wild steelhead may be killed, and guiding is prohibited. At press time natural baits were allowed but a fierce bait ban debate is under way. Be sure to check your regulation before you fish. The Thompson is considered a Class I trophy 

water, which means U.S. anglers must pay $10.00 per day to fish, in addition to the nonresident license and steelhead permit. 

River access near Spences bridge is excellent. Canada highway 1 hugs the western shore of the Thompson along all the best runs .  Reliable dirt roads provide access to much of the eastern shore. The ease of 

access and trophy class fish assure crowds. Every good run will have anglers working it. On  holiday weekends the crowds can be heavy. By late November all but the hardiest fanatics will have quit the river.

Planning a Trip
Plan to make your Spence's Bridge your steelheading headquarters. The drive from the border to Spence's bridge will take you approximately five hours. Spence's Bridge has several small motels that usually have  

vacancies during steelhead season. There are only two or three restaurants and one good bar. Plan to spend a part of your evening in The Log Cabin bar. That's where you can meet other steelheaders and learn where the fish are biting.

The Thompson is huge river, with fish to match. Bring you heaviest, longest steelhead rod. Many locals use twelve foot rods. Jake, a U.S. anglers whose skills are legendary, uses rods up to fifteen feet long. Your reel should be a smooth casting model capable of holding up to 200 yards of twenty pound test line. Terminal gear favored on the Thompson includes, salmon eggs, shrimp and crawfish tails, Gooey Bobs, and winged bobbers. Patient fly fishers can find success working the huge tailouts of such runs as the Grease Run, The Nicola, and the Bighorn run.

The Skeena River System
There are so many awesome angling opportunities in the Skeena River drainage that no one river can be singled out. Skeena system steelhead begin arriving in August and keep pouring in until May. These are big, 

wild steelhead that average well up into the teens. Twenty pound  fish are common. The hardest part of steelheading in the Skeena region is deciding which river to fish. More than a dozen excellent steelhead rivers lie within a one hundred-mile radius of Terrace B.C. Each offers an excellent shot at a twenty plus pound steelhead.

The Skeena River near Terrace often produces huge steelhead for bank anglers who fish from broad gravel bars. Shore bound steelheaders also find success fishing at  the mouth of tributary streams that enter the 

Skeena upriver from Terrace. Skeena anglers fishing from Jet sleds usually have the best success. The added mobility of a boat lets anglers use a larger variety of lures gives access to prime holding water. The largest steelhead reported from the Skeena was an amazing 45 pounder!

 The Kalum river, which enters the Skeena near Terrace, produces excellent catches for those who fish from drift boats. Unfortunately,  most launch sites are on private property, and bank access is very limited. Jet sleds can be launched on the lower river but under normal flows the river is too skinny for sleds. The largest steelhead taken from the Kalum was a 32-pounder.

The Copper River, which enters the Skeena two miles upstream, from Terrace, offers twenty-five miles of excellent shore access and hosts, a large run of aggressive wild steelhead. The Copper is to small to boat and to large to cross in chest waders. The only drawback to the Copper is its strong propensity to get dirty. The Clore, a major tributary of the Copper, usually carries so much silt that the Copper is unfishable from the Clore downstream. Don't give up on the Copper until you get upstream of  the Clore. Sometimes the upper half of the Copper is in prime shape even though the part below the Clore is running chocolate color. If you 

find the Copper in shape excellent steelheading awaits. My friend Clint Derlago hooked and landed back-to-back twenty pounders on the Copper. The Copper is an excellent choice for fly rodders

In addition to the Skeena, Kalum, Copper and Clore at least a dozen other rivers around Terrace hold trophy class steelhead. It would take a lifetime to explore all the steelheading opportunities around on the Skeena system. 

Planning a Trip
Your best shot at a Skeena system steelhead comes in October and November or March and April. By November all the rivers hold excellent numbers of fresh fish. Each week in November offers better fishing and  worse weather. By December wicked weather drives anglers indoors. March brings  temperate weather and a chance at over-wintered fish and newly arriving spring fish. The Skeena is not a great spring river but all it's steelhead holding tributaries are.

There are too many excellent opportunities in the Terrace area to mention. Newcomers should plan on hiring a local guide to show them the possibilities. I recommend Northwest Fishing Guides (604) 635-2568. Call 

North by Northwest Tourism (604) 847-5227  for help with lodging and travel arrangements.

For more details please contact:

Noel Gyger

Phone: 250-635-2568

E-mail: noel@noelgyger.ca
Website: www.noelgyger.ca 

SIGN UP… to receive his Weekly Fishing Reports via e-mail on his website at www.noelgyger.ca  Just click the yellow box (left side) 

The Quinalt River
A few years ago the  directors of the Washington and Oregon fisheries programs decided to spend a day steelheading together. They chose Washington's Quinalt River. That says volumes about the Quinalt. Most 

serious northwest steelheaders know that he lower Quinalt River is one of the nation's top producers of trophy steelhead. Yet many northwest anglers have never dropped a hook into the Quinalt from the highway 101 bridge downstream, the Quinalt flows through the Quinalt Indian reservation. This lower third of the river, which offers by far the best steelheading, is closed to angling by non Indians who are not accompanied by a Quinalt Indian. This means that if you aren't good  friends with a Quinalt Indian you must fish with a guide.

There are several excellent guides on the lower Quinalt and there are several who give the rest a bad name. I have fished with very professional guides who gave full value for their fee - (usually about $150 per person). 

And I have had the misfortune to fish with "guides" who knew little about  steelhead fishing or customer service.

Many local anglers see no reason to pay a guide to fish the Quinalt when so many other excellent rivers are nearby. They know not what they are missing - big fish and lots of them. The Quinalt probably offers 

anglers the best shot at a twenty pound plus steelhead of any northwest river! 

Trophy hunters plan on fishing the Quinalt in February and March. A huge hatchery program fills the Quinalt  with steelhead from late November through April. The early, hatchery-origin fish average around twelve pounds. These are fine steelhead and on a good day a knowledgeable steelheader may hook ten or more steelhead. But the late returning wild fish are the ones that quicken trophy hunters pulse.  From February through April every strike brings the possibility of the fish of a lifetime. Late run Quinalt steelhead average more than fifteen pounds. One fish in every ten may be more than twenty pounds and the chance for a thirty pounder is very real.

 Late winter angling on the Quinalt is not a high numbers proposition. Most hatchery fish have come and gone by then. A typical day in March, with a good guide, will bring you two to four hook ups. About half the fish hooked in March will be down streamers, fish that have spawned and are returning  to the sea. The other half will be chrome, bright wild fish ranging  from twelve to thirty pounds

Planning a Trip
Most top guides on the Quinalt are booked well in advance. Make your reservation by Christmas. To maximize your chance at a trophy, book two or three trips for the late January to early April window of opportunity. If you fish the Quinalt for five days in late winter, you have a better than even chance of landing a twenty pounder. 

While some guides provide equipment, it is best to bring you own. Bring a heavy rod designed for twelve to twenty pound test line and a reel loaded with 200 yards of fresh twenty pound test monofilament. Leaders 

should be sixteen to twenty-pound test, rigged with 2/0 to 4/0 needle sharp hooks. Fresh eggs and sand shrimp are top baits on the Quinalt. Plugs such as the Hotshot and Wiggle Wart are also very effective. If you want to pull plugs check with your guide to see if they are willing to fish that way. Some guides do not like to use plugs.

The Quinalt is in a very remote part of Olympic Peninsula. Ask your guide for recommendations for a motel and restaurants. The Lake Quinalt Lodge (360) 288-2571 offers excellent accommodations and fine dining.

I have fished with, and can recommend, Robbin Rhoades (360) 288-2513. For a complete list of all Quinalt guides call the tribe at (360) 276-8211 . Before booking with any guide ask for references from several recent customers.

Conclusion
Catching a steelhead, any steelhead, can be one of ‘angling's most challenging goals. Catching a twenty pounder is a goal many dedicated steelheaders will never accomplish. When you set your sights on that 

lofty goal you need to understand that success is far from certain. But if you fish the above rivers and keep returning year after year you have a better chance than most of hooking that fish you will remember for the rest of your life. Please remember that trophy steelhead must be allowed to spawn so our grandchildren can share the thrill. When you finally land a twenty pounder, please treat it with respect and  release it carefully. If you want to have your trophy mounted, take a quick photo and a measurement of the fish's length and girth, then release it. An excellent fiberglass mount can be made from the photo and measurements.

