HB Salmon Festival sustainability of Wild Salmon CR conference Aug 16-17.
1. 100-125 participants including presenters and organizers who were about ½.Slightly less the second day 17th.

2. Mood was that something key was missing from the agenda. It was a discussion about impact of open net cage Farms on wild salmon. 

3. This deliberate omission was rectified by several of us although the organizers said that they were asked not to make it an agenda item as a number of participants said they would not come or sponsor if sea lice were a topic..

4.  Discussion times were limited for agenda items as a result of trying to squeeze too much in the agenda. This was rectified after a number of us complained and the second day started by allowing those who had been not given time the day before to speak and to ensure that the audience participated in all the panel discussions.

5. A good part  of  the  sessions was to find ways of taking action on ways to save wild salmon and a lot of the speakers quoted from HB writings to show that what they were suggesting he would approve  of. 

6. The session stared by focusing on climate change and all the measures we would have to take to survive and the conflicts that this put us in with the salmon.

7. One presenter stated that the enemy of salmon was growth that as long as we had growth we would be compromising the salmon. It would appear that the only growth we should accept is development  that was more environmentally friendly and less consumptive in a quantitative way than one that was shut down. Several alluded to the undeveloped world wanting what we have and if that came to be then we would need another 5 planets like earth. There was also concern expressed that the population of places like BC would soar as all the overheated peoples of Southern parts of the world moved here.
8. Several projects were presented that showed how development like subdivisions could be designed and built to minimize impact on  Salmon
9. When I spoke about Sea lice Myrna Boulding said the DFO panel looked terrified which led to her telling them they had nothing to be afraid of in speaking out that this was Canada for gosh sake. Sprout was told by Brian that DFO and the Provincial Government  are in denial about Sea lice and should get Egyptian passports. Sprout responded that changes were coming and made the first ever statement that I am aware of that Farms have an impact on wild salmon thru the spread of sea lice. Closed containment-Sprout committed to me to check if there was any roadblocks that DFO were making to the approval process for The Agri Marine Closed containment STDC grant after I told him there were. I also asked  for DFO to take on their responsibility to advice and make decisions on where to move the farms, that the farmers were prepared to move but nobody could tell them where. Their reply was that  solutions were in the works. I asked that DFO sponsor and pay for  surveys of sea lice on juvenile for  the rest of southern BC so we know what the situation was. They replied that they do not have the money but that Brent Hargraves now has agreement from all the farms that they will make all of their data available with regards to sea lice testing in and around the farms including the farm stocking data etc.
10. Both Bob Chamberlain and Bill Cranmer stated strong positions on sea lice. Both alluded to the requirement of MTTC to have the farms removed permanently form the BA northern migration corridors March thru June. That if there was not progress on this there would be legal action. 
11.  One of the most refreshing government speakers was Ken Ashley manager of special projects Fish, and wildlife Branch MOE who put climate change into perspective and focused on immediate solutions like removing farms from migration corridors, closing down net pens and transitioning to  closed containment. The boldest statement I have heard yet form any government official. Also an interesting alarm that he sounded had to do with Phosphate rock shortages being more severe than peak oil. Phosphate rock is the basis for Phosphate one of the three essential components of fertilizer.
12. Iona Campagnolo A good chairperson and interested in CC. I gave her RB’s material of MBST with  his  contact information, the Sea lice explanation diagram of Lou Dahl plus a copy of BWIBC. 

13. Some of the Players present included: Pacific Salmon Foundation, Georgia Strait Alliance, MOE, DFO, WTA, Living Rivers, Catherine Bell MP,  First nations Bob chamberlain and Bill Cranmer from MTTC and Judith Sayers FN Hupacasath, Vicky Husband, CR council, Cowichan Valley Regional District, West coast Aquatic management, Comox valley land trust SFU, Headwater of the Klappan initiative and David Anderson former federal fisheries and environment minister. 
14. A very real concern expressed was that as many as ½ of British Columbians have little or no experience with wild salmon or the wildlife it supports and therefore the necessity of more education efforts.

15. A constant theme of the Symposium was that Salmon is the icon of BC and they are   necessary to the survival of our wildlife. Therefore Salmon have a moral value more important  value than short term economics .
“One of my strongest interests and concerns has long been the Pacific

salmon runs, not for their commercial value or their value in the sport fishery

only, but because of their innate and complex beauty and their symbolic

value as the last great abundance of the North American continent. This last in itself is an emotional value, though it involves or should involve something more than that—the self respect and legitimacy of mankind itself. If, with the knowledge and understanding we now have, we allow this to be destroyed, we

ourselves are nothing very important.”

– Roderick Haig-Brown, Writings and Reflections
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