	



	FOWS resolution gains momentum:
First Nations and Municipalities Take on Shell

The Friends of Wild Salmon resolution regarding Shell's coalbed methane drilling in the Sacred Headwaters is gaining steam! 

Earlier in the year, the resolution was passed by many municipalities and First Nations across the northwest. These included the Town of Smithers, City of Prince Rupert (which passed it unanimously), two regional districts, and both the Wet'suwet'en and Gitxsan hereditary chiefs.

Globe and Mail: "Northern councils urge Shell to halt methane hunt"
We even ran an advertisement in the Vancouver Sun with the full list of signatories (view a PDF of the ad).

Now, those groups have taken the resolution one step further.

The City of Prince Rupert brought the resolution to the Union of BC Municipalities convention, where it was unanimously endorsed by cities, towns and villages from across the province.

Financial Post: "Stop drilling, B. C. mayors urge Shell"
Only days later, the BC First Nations Summit passed a resolution put forward by the Wet'suwet'en Hereditary Chiefs, this one calling for a 10-year moratorium on all CBM drilling in British Columbia.

Media Release: "BC First Nations Vote Unanimously for 10-year Coalbed Methane Moratorium"


	


Sacred Headwaters and the Federal Election

We haven't hear back from Barack Obama yet, but the Sacred Headwaters issue figured prominently in the recent Canadian federal election.

For our part, FOWS ran a non-partisan ad in a local newspaper urging voters to consider the Sacred Headwaters when voting.

View the ad in PDF format.
In the end, all six candidates came out against Shell's drilling plans in the lead-up to the election, after incumbent MP Nathan Cullen called for his fellow candidates to stand together on the issue. Cullen said the issue was a significant factor in his strong win on election night.

Read more about the role the Sacred Headwaters played in the election in this editorial by Terrace Standard editor Rod Link.




Update on Shell's Drilling Plans

For those who haven't heard the latest, here's a quick recap on the status of Shell's drilling. Back in August, after a summer of intense opposition from communities, First Nations and others, Shell announced in an e-mail that it was "pausing" its 2008 drilling plans. 

Read Globe and Mail article about Shell announcement.
From Shell's e-mail:

We have heard from many, including local municipal governments, downstream communities and environmental interests, who are concerned about our early stage exploration activities and, more importantly, what may happen after our exploration activities, if they are successful.
What does this announcement mean?

It means that the thousands of you who have voiced their concern about Shell's plans are being heard. 

Although they have postponed their drilling, it appears Shell still wants to push forward as soon as possible in 2009. Strengthening our campaign is now more important than ever.

ACTION!
Take a moment to call Shell Canada in Calgary at : (403) 691-3111or e-mail your concerns to questions@shell.com. Tell Shell you don't support their plans to drill for coalbed methane in the Sacred Headwaters.




Upcoming BC Municipal Elections

British Columbians are heading to the polls yet again for the province's municipal elections. 

Here in Northwest BC, we are working as we did in the federal election to make the Sacred Headwaters a prominent election issue.

If you live in this region and are voting for your municipality's mayor and councilors, be sure to ask them where they stand on Shell's proposed drilling.

Our friends at the Skeena Watershed Conservation Coalition have circulated a candidate survey on this issue, and will be making the results available on their website.

They're also planning two I VOTE SALMON events in Terrace and Smithers, featuring presentations by municipal candidates and music by Radix Bloom! More event details.
Municipal elections take place on Saturday, November 15.
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