Fishing for Trophy Skeena River Chinook
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It never ceases to amaze me that some local residents in Terrace have little idea of exactly what’s in their backyard.  The same can be said of my hometown in Fergus, Ontario regarding brown trout fishing.  Sure, they know that the Skeena and its tributaries have some fish that move through each year, but on more than a few occasions, it’s surprised me that they weren’t aware that some of the largest Salmon and Steelhead in the world return to the river in front of them each year.  This is made even more apparent since the river is world famous for the fish it produces, and anglers travel from all over the globe to have a chance at these fish.    

And, this reputation is certainly well deserved.  While Steelhead often take the spotlight, Chinook salmon are almost equally as popular.  Chinook salmon in the Skeena watershed have the very real potential of being over 100 lbs.  The world record Chinook was caught and released on the Skeena a few years ago.  At 99 lbs, this is the type of fish that every angler dreams of catching!  And the reality is that larger fish are out there.  Some volunteers who do some research on the river each year have seen fish over 105 lbs.  However, record size fish aside, the reason that makes the Skeena so special is the average size of fish.  An angler fishing a variety of methods, such as plunking (bar fishing), back trolling and bottom bouncing can realistically expect to hook (but not necessarily land!) fish between 20 and 50 lbs in a week of fishing.  Or on the Kitimat River, Chinook are highly susceptible to spoons fished along current seams, where they hold.  Seeing the substantial flank of a 30 lb Chinook as it rolls on your lure is incredibly exciting.  These large fish are also great sport on the fly – just be prepared to do some running!  There are few places in the world where the fishing can live up to this standard.  The fish available are also in good condition, generally bright chrome and at the peak of their strength.  

A whole column could be written on the superb fighting qualities of these fish.  When you hook into these fish, they are in full control, and they know it.  I can fondly remember fishing one day with Sky on the Kitimat River, and realized just how impressive Chinook can be.  We had fished through a few pools, and Sky had landed one small jack Chinook.  As we drifted downriver, Sky noticed a small seam on the far bank, and slowly rowed towards the seam so that I could make a few casts.  I cast the spoon parallel to the seam, and started a slow retrieve.  Then, all of a sudden, it felt like the rod was getting ripped out of my hands.  Even though I had a heavy action rod, and my drag was set tightly, the fish tore off downstream and I was completely helpless for the first few minutes of the fight.  Pulling on my rod as I might, I could not move the fish that was sitting in the current, and it wasn’t until 10 minutes later that Sky was able to net the fish.  Perhaps the most interesting aspect to this story is that the fish was not a large one, by Kitimat and Skeena standards.  Rather, the fish that I was holding, and fought so hard was a mere 15 lbs.  With a healthy respect for the fish, I let it swim back into the river, to continue its journey upstream.  Still, the most prevalent question in my mind was, if this was how a 15 lb Chinook fights, how hard would a 50 or 60 lb fish fight?  I know that this will be one of my goals for the summer…
Contact Noel for more details on how you can feel the headshakes of the biggest Chinook of your life…

Best regards and tight lines,

Chad Black

Operations Manager

Nicholas Dean Lodge 
Contact Noel Gyger at http://www.noelgyger.ca and be sure to subscribe to his Weekly Fishing Reports

