January 26, 2009

Premier Gordon Campbell

Room 156

Parliament Buildings

Victoria, BC

V8V 1X4

E-mail: premier@gov.bc.ca

Dear Premier:
On January 12, 2009, the fish farm industry publication Intrafish posted an article asking “How long can B.C. avoid ISA?”  ISA (Infectious Salmon Anemia) is a virus that has spread to every major salmon farming region in the world, except B.C. While Intrafish does not state why they feel it is only a matter of time before ISA arrives in B.C., a brief scan of the literature reveals B.C. salmon farmers are engaging in activities considered responsible for the spread of ISA across the North Atlantic and into the south Pacific.  The literature also suggests the virus would adapt and spread through Pacific salmon, rainbow trout, herring and halibut.

Specifically the following activities in B.C. are known to aggravate and spread ISA

1.) import of live embryos and broodstock from ISA infected regions

2.) increasing the number of farm salmon and the number of farm sites

3.) allowing movement of personnel from ISA infected areas

4.) placing farms where wild fish are exposed and become carriers

Given that ISA, like the flu-virus, mutates and spreads readily, we the undersigned feel introduction of ISA to the North Pacific has high potential to be catastrophic and must be avoided. Introduction of ISA would harm even the salmon farming industry We therefore find it reasonable to demand that the B.C. border be closed to the importation of live farm salmon (all species) (broodstock and eggs) immediately.

Background
Infectious Salmon Anemia (ISA) is a foreign disease of Atlantic salmon. It is an orthomyxovirus very similar to the flu family capable of mutating and changing rapidly by recombination of genetic elements (USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services). ISA is spread via water, mucus, feces, waste, sea lice, fish farm staff, equipment and movement of farm salmon. There is no cure and no region, once infected, has achieved lasting ISA – free status. The only tools to halt the spread of ISA are: restriction of the movement of fish and eggs from ISA positive areas, sanitation, lowered farm fish density, surveillance, containment, disinfection, fallowing, containment of  blood and farm water and eradication of the diseased population.

ISA can infect Coho, Chinook, rainbow trout, herring, halibut and other species. While  Oncorhynchus spp. are relatively more resistant than Atlantic salmon, there is recognized potential for ISA to adapt to Oncorhynchus spp. ISA can replicate in Oncorhynchus spp and therefore spread via these species. ISA has been identified in freshwater.

ISA infected fish are contagious weeks before they show visual signs of infection. Chilean ISA virus belongs to the EU genotype. There are no natural hosts or reservoirs for ISA in Chile. The close relationship between contemporary ISA virus strains from farmed Atlantic salmon in Chile and Norway suggest a recent transmission from Norway to Chile via embryos. In Chile the virus has infected large areas, in response they are demanding lower farm salmon density and larger distances between the farms.
With Urgency,
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