Hello Fellow Anglers,

This last year saw a total and complete disregard by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans in managing commercial net fisheries by catch of Summer Steelhead and Coho when targeting Sockeye Salmon on the North coast of British Columbia.  
I ask that you review the attached letter, please customize it, and then fax, E-mail, or Snail Mail it to all the members of government on the contact list below. 
Below is a brief explanation of the problems with our Commercial Salmon Fishery

In particular Skeena and Nass Watershed summer run Steelhead, and Coho were slaughtered in non-selective Gill Net and Seine Net fisheries.  The fishery which is supposed to be selective after July 18 was not conducted in a truly selective manner.  The fishery was conducted much later than normal (usually ends in early August and ended in Early September in 2006) which means much greater numbers of Summer Run Steelhead and Coho were intercepted since the majority of these fish come through in August and early September.  The fishery usually lasts 10 to 12 days and was conducted for 24 days in 2006. 
Not only is this not bad enough but all this damage was done for an average gross income of only $12,000 per Gill Net boat.  The late fisheries were conducted to help fisheries workers get enough hours to collect government subsidies (unemployment insurance) because the fisheries are not financially viable on their own (fisheries workers are only required to work about 10% of the hours required for most other sectors to qualify for similar benefits).  The other sad thing is that we could have a truly selective commercial salmon industry with a few changes in net types and fishing strategies but the Department of Fisheries and Oceans refuses to change the industry standards because of reluctance for change from the commercial fisheries sector.
The Department of Fisheries and Oceans uses the poor excuse that there is not a conservation concern so the fishery is just fine the way it is conducted now (by the way only 133 Steelhead went through the Sustut counting fence in 2006 when a healthy return is considered 1000+).  The modeling used to arrive upon the numbers of returning fish is extremely poor and can be easily manipulated to give misleading results.  The department uses this model to determine Steelhead and Coho interception with data gathered by hail surveys which means they yell at commercial boats to tell them how many fish they have caught (not exactly accurate sampling) and through the Tyee test fishery which fishes one gill net boat at the mouth of the Skeena to give an extremely rough indication of returns.  Fisheries managers often cook the fishing stats to make things look much better then they really are with a good example being they use 40% for Steelhead release mortality form Gill Nets when a more accurate number from studies would indicate it is closer to 70% to 80% (in 2006 we were told Steelhead mortality was 24% for the entire run by the commercial fishery when it would really be closer to 50% using the true Steelhead mortality number).
In closing it is a travesty that our fishery could easily be changed to make for much reduced by catch of Summer Steelhead and Coho.  Why no one in the Department of Fisheries and Oceans is willing to make these changes is a public outrage.  It is sad to think that the great Summer Steelhead Rivers of Northern BC could be almost devoid of fish if changes are not implemented.  Please take the time to contact the government officials listed below to let them know that there is a strong voice in the public to make the necessary changes to help protect our Salmon and Steelhead Heritage in BC. 
Thank you,
Dustin Kovacvich - Fish Master
Nicholas Dean Lodge
PO Box 434, Terrace, British Columbia, Canada, V8G 4B1
Ph# 250-635-5295
email dustinko@nicholasdean.com
website http://www.nicholasdean.com
CONTACT LIST
 

The Honorable Loyola Hearn
HOUSE OF COMMONS
Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
Parliament Buildings, Wellington Street
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada, K1A 0A6 
Tel:  613-993-0999
Fax: 613-990-1866
Min@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
 

Pacific Fisheries Resource Conservation Council 
800 Burrard Street, Suite 590 
Vancouver, BC Canada V6Z 2G7

Telephone 604 775 5621 

Facsimile 604 775 5622

Email: info@fish.bc.ca
John Fraser
Pacific Salmon Forum
His address etc is:
The Honourable John A. Fraser PC,OC,CD,QC,LL.D 
Chairman
BC Pacific Salmon Forum
L-427 Fitzwilliam Street
Nanaimo BC
V9R 3A9
fraser@pacificsalmonforum.ca 
Marine Stewardship Council (International)
3rd floor
Mountbarrow House
6-20 Elizabeth Street
London SW1W 9RB UK
Email: info@msc.org
Tel: + 44 (0)20 7811 3300
Fax: + 44 (0)20 7811 3301 

Scientific Certification Systems
2200 Powell Street
Suite 725 Emeryville,
CA 94608 U.S.A.
Tel: +1 650 969 1366
Fax: +1 650 969 4731
Contact: Dr Chet Chaffee
Email: chaffe3@attglobal.net
Website: www.scscertified.com
Larry Murray
Deputy Fisheries Minister
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
DEPUTY MINISTER'S OFFICE
200 Kent Street Ottawa,

Ontario Canada
K1A 0E6 

Telephone: (613) 993-2200 

Fax: (613) 993-2194 

 

David Bevan
Assistant Deputy Minister
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
200 Kent Street
Ottawa, ON K1A 0E6

Ph: (613) 990-9864 

Fax: (613) 990-9557

 

Loyola Sullivan 
Ambassador for Fisheries Conservation
Office of the Minister
Department of Finance & 
President of Treasury Board
P.O. Box 8700
Main Floor, East Block
Confederation Building
St. John’s, NL, A1B 4J6 
Ph: (709) 729-3775
Fax: (709) 729-6791
Toll Free: 1-800-634-5504
LSullivan@gov.nl.ca
 

Lucie McClung 
Senior Associate Deputy Minister
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE DEPUTY MINISTER
200 Kent Street, Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada K1A 0E6 

Telephone: (613) 990-2665 

Fax: (613) 998-0499 

 

Paul Sprout 

Regional Director General
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
REGIONAL DIRECTOR GENERAL'S OFFICE
Suite 200 401 Burrard Street
Vancouver, British Columbia 
Canada V6C 3S4 

Telephone: (604) 666-6098

sproutpa@pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

 

David Einarson
A/Area Director
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
NORTH COAST AREA
417 - 2nd Avenue West
Prince Rupert, British Columbia 
Canada V8J 1G8 

Telephone: (250) 627-3416 

EinarsonD@pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

 

Honorable Barry Penner
BC Minister of the environment

PO Box 9047 Stn Prov Govt 
Rm 112, Parliament Buildings
Victoria BC CANADA V8W9E2

Ph: 250 387-1187 

Fax: 250 387 1356

env.minister@gov.bc.ca
 

Al Martin
Director Fish & Wildlife BC 

Ministry of Environment

PO BOX 9391 STN PROV GOV'T 
Victoria BC CANADA V8W9M8

Ph: 250 387-9599 

Fax: 250 387-9568

 

Dana Atagi
Skeena Section Head for Fish and Wildlife 

BC Ministry of Environment

Bag 5000 3726 Alfred Avenue
Smithers BC CANADA V0J2N0

Ph: 250 847-7290

Fax: 250 847-7728

Dana.Atagi@goc.bc.ca
 

Nathan Cullen 
NDP MP Skeena Bulkley Valley

Terrace Office
#104-4710 Lazelle Ave.
Terrace BC, V8G 1T2
Tel: 250.615.5339
Fax: 250.615.5344 

Smithers Office
#1283 Main St. (Box 4914)
Smithers BC, V0J 2N0
Tel: 250.877.4140
Fax: 250.877.4141

info@nathancullen.ca
 

Robin Austin 
MLA Skeena
Terrace: 104 - 4710 Lazelle Ave  V8G 1T2  
250 638-7906 

Kitimat: 244A City Centre  V8C 1T6

250 632-9886

robin.austin.mla@leg.bc.ca
 

Denis MacKAY 
MLA Bulkley Valley – Stikine
PO Box 895 #4 - 3830 Second Avenue,
Smithers, BC   V0J 2N0
Tel: (250) 877-4500
Fax: (250) 877-4505
Toll Free: (866) 877-4500

dennis.mackay.mla@leg.bc.ca
 

