From: Alexandra Morton [mailto:wildorca@island.net] 
Sent: March 4, 2008 9:20 AM
To: adopt a fry; wild salmon
Subject: More drugs, really?

Dear People for the salmon

Here is our answer (below). The minister in charge of fish farming has decided not to inconvenience the fish farmers, that what we need here is more drugs.

The chemical Minister Bell is promoting is called “Slice” (Emamectin benzoate) and it is not approved for use in fish farms in British Columbia. Every application is an “emergency drug release.” Seven years after I first identified the sea lice epidemic in British Columbia, this drug is still not approved. Why?

Furthermore, while the fish farmers have to wean their fish off this drug and detox them for a period of time before they can legally sell their product they do not tell us, who live around their farms, when they are using this hazardous drug.  Sport and commercial fishermen never know when the sea food they catch down-current from fish farms is contaminated with farm feces carrying Slice.  I can’t imagine why Health Canada has not addressed this public health concern.

The most disturbing thing about Minister Bell’s push for increased chemical contamination of the BC coastal waters is that anti-parasite drugs are an escalating arms race we humans always lose.  Farm lice are becoming resistant to Slice and so we will need to move onto other drugs such as these fish farmers are doing in Norway.  Is this really how we want to use the BC coastline?

Any place on earth that still makes clean air, water and food should be allowed to continue functioning to the benefit of all humankind now and in the future. Corporate food experiments gone bad have become commonplace, why would the Liberal BC government risk a wild healthy fish that comes home to us every single year and grows our forests and fuels the growing wilderness tourism industry.

Please contact me if you are interested in helping with a legal challenge to this highly unstable situation.

Thank you to all of you for the help you have already given.

Alexandra Morton


Agriculture minister rejects demand by environmentalists
Mar, 03 2008 - 3:50 PM

 
 VANCOUVER/CKNW(AM980) - Agriculture minister Pat Bell has rejected a demand by environmentalists and first nations leaders to fallow fish farms in the Broughton Archipelago on BC's central coast. 

Bell says it would be impractical to remove up to 750-thousand Atlantic salmon from farms in the Broughton to allow juvenile wild salmon an unmolested out-migration next month; instead the government will push for increased chemical treatments to kill sea lice around the fish farms. 

"We think at this point, that's the best solution, we are looking for a longer term solution." 

And he says the government will step up monitoring of fish farms in the meantime. 

"We're gonna make sure that all of those farms have very low if not zero lice levels during the migration period." 

Environmentalists say sea lice from fish farms could wipe out local salmon runs in a matter of years.
Posted on http://www.noelgyger.ca/news-bulletin.htm  March 4, 2008
