QUIT THE STALLING

NDP MLAs are upset the FISH FARM report is left hanging

On May 16, 2007 the BC Legislature’s Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture tabled their final report, which included recommendations that would see a ban on fish farms on the North Coast and move towards closed containment pens throughout the province, but six months later there has been no movement on the recommendations by the government.

That delay in reacting has both North Coast MLA Gary Coons and committee chair Robin Austin calling on Agriculture Minister Pat Bell to put in place the recommendations contained in the report sooner rather than later.

“The BC Liberals have stalled long enough.  Coastal communities and First Nations made it clear to the Legislative Committee that change was needed to build a more sustainable and innovative aquaculture industry in BC.”

“The committee’s 55 recommendations highlighted a fair and balanced approach to protect wild salmon and promote growth in our coastal communities.  Agriculture Minister Pat Bell has had the report long enough.  It’s time to see some action,” said Austin.

“We have waited long enough to move forward protecting our wild stocks.  We need a ban on fish farms on the North Coast immediately.  This government and the federal government must put resources into our wild salmon industry to protect it…We cannot delay any further,” added Coons.

Provincial Minister of Agriculture and Lands Pat Bell, who also is responsible for fish, was unavailable for comment as of press time.
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TAKE ACTION and send email NOW to:

· Gordon Campbell, Premier of British Columbia Premier@gov.bc.ca
· Pat Bell, BC Minister of Agriculture and Lands Pat.Bell.MLA@leg.bc.ca
And tell them to get on with it…We need a ban on open net pen Fish Farms in BC NOW!  There is a better way… it is called CLOSED CONTAINMENT. 
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