QWS update #1 January 31, 2008

Skeena Quality Waters Strategy
 

Many waters in the Skeena River system have been cited as having persistent steelhead angler-use issues — crowding, illegal guiding, etc. — and a degraded quality of angling experience.  

 

In response to these concerns, the Ministry of Environment is implementing the Quality Waters Strategy on the Skeena River. The strategy is a community engagement process, utilizing input from provincial, regional and local recreational angling sectors to identify waters of concern that require new or revised regulations. 

 

The end product of the engagement process will be Angling Management Plan(s) (AMPs) that will recommend revisions to current sport fishing regulations as they pertain to steelhead angler-use issues on the Skeena. The AMPs do not address steelhead populations and conservation issues.

 

The following table outlines the public and stakeholder involvement process.

 

Community Engagement Timeline
	Phase 1
Jan 17-22/08
	 

Stakeholder meetings
	 

Informal sectoral meetings to identify problems and suggest solutions (Smithers, Houston, Hazleton, Terrace, Kitimat and Prince Rupert)

	Feb 7-12/08
	Stakeholder meetings
	Same as Jan 17-22 

	 

Feb 25/08

Feb 26/08

Feb 27/08

Feb 28/08

Feb 29/08

 

March 1/08
	Public Meetings
Houston – Seniors’ Centre

Smithers – Hudson Bay Lodge

Hazleton – Kispiox Valley Hall

Terrace – Coast Inn of the West

Kitimat – Kitimat River Lodge Community Centre

Prince Rupert – Highliner Plaza
	 

Open house: 5–7 pm; public meeting 7–9 pm

Open house: 5–7 pm; public meeting 7–9 pm

Open house: 5–7 pm; public meeting 7–9 pm

Open house: 5–7 pm; public meeting 7–9 pm

Open house: 5–7 pm; public meeting 7–9 pm

 

Open house: 12–2 pm; public meeting 2–4 pm

	Mar 31/08
	Consultation report
	Summary of public and stakeholder meetings

	April-August/08
	Draft AMPs
	Developed by stakeholder-based Working Group 

	Phase 2
Sept-Nov/08
	 

Stakeholder meetings
	 

Same as Phase 1 but to review draft AMPs

	Nov 2-8/08
	Public meetings
	All six communities

	Nov 30/08
	Consultation report
	Summary of public and stakeholder meetings

	Early 2009
	Finalize AMPs
	Working Group

	Mid 2009
	Approval of regulation changes
	Minister of Environment

	2010
	Regulation changes 
	Reflected in Synopsis


 

The Skeena Regional Quality Waters Management Committee, a local group of resident anglers and licensed guides, has been meeting for the past two years with the Ministry of Environment to oversee the Quality Waters Strategy, the community engagement process and the development of AMPs. The committee has identified the following rivers as a priority for dealing with angler-use issues:

Babine

Bulkley 

Morice

Kalum

Kispiox

Kitseguecla

Kitwanga

Lakelse

Skeena IV (downstream of the bridge at Kitwanga)

Skeena IV (upstream of the bridge at Kitwanga)

Suskwa

Zymoetz I and II
The open house / public meeting venues and times are now set and are listed above. Notices will appear in area papers before these events.

I will notify you as soon as the website goes live.
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