QWS update #4 March 27, 2008

Skeena Quality Waters Strategy

There is still an opportunity to get involved in the stakeholder-based Working Groups that are developing the Angling Management Plans for the Skeena Quality Waters Strategy. The deadline has been extended to April 1, 2008. 

Please consider putting an application forward or let us know if you need more information. To apply or for more information, go to:

http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/ske/qws/planning/working_groups.html
Working Group members are from either the resident angling or guiding communities, and will be chosen for their intimate knowledge of steelhead fishing in their local waters. There will be three Working Groups for different parts of the Skeena River watershed and each group will be responsible for specific local waters:

1. EAST - Smithers-Houston Working Group

Babine, Bulkley, Morice

2. WEST - Kitimat-Prince Rupert-Terrace Working Group

Kitsumkalum, Lakelse, Skeena IV (downstream from Kitwanga Bridge), Zymoetz I and Zymoetz II

3. CENTRAL - Hazelton Working Group

Kispiox, Kitseguecla, Kitwanga, Skeena IV (upstream from Kitwanga Bridge), Suskwa

There will be three weekend meetings of the working groups:

April 19-20 

Terrace (all three groups -- EAST, WEST, CENTRAL)

May 10-11 

Smithers (EAST), Terrace (WEST), and Hazelton (CENTRAL)

June 7-8 

Smithers (EAST), Terrace (WEST), and Hazelton (CENTRAL)

The ministry will reimburse expenses for travel, food and accommodations for participants.

I strongly encourage you to consider getting involved in these Working Groups. For more information and application forms, go to:

http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/ske/qws/planning/working_groups.html
Or please contact:

Paddy Hirshfield, PAg

Quality Waters Biologist

Ministry of Environment

Phone: 250 847-7346

Fax: 250 847-7728

Email: paddy.hirshfield@gov.bc.ca
The challenge for Working Groups will be to create draft Angling Management Plans that are consistent with the fundamental overarching principle of the Quality Waters Strategy -- that they will balance resident angling, the guiding industry and the local economy, which benefits from steelhead sportfishing in so many ways.

I am in the final stages of writing up my consultation report for the first phase of the Skeena Quality Waters Strategy. It will be available on the website in early April.

Alan

Alan Dolan BSc, MSc

Facilitator, Skeena Quality Waters Strategy

Alan Dolan & Associates

250-478-8056

adolan@islandnet.com
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