Skeena Quality Waters Strategy: Working Groups Update 1 – May 2, 2008

Hi everyone,

Here is an update on the first Angling Management Plan Working Group meeting.

On the weekend of April 19-20, the three Angling Management Plan Working Groups held their first meeting in Terrace. The meeting focused on a number of things:

- Roles and responsibilities - Members of the Working Groups were chosen in part for their intimate knowledge of the waters in question, and they must ensure that all interests in the community are represented

- Scope - Angling Management Plans address angling-use issues on priority waters

- Task - The job of the Working Groups is to develop management approaches that balance resident angler priority with the guiding industry and the local economy

Members heard presentations on the Quality Waters Strategy and Angling Management Plan framework, AMPs that have been developed on the Dean and Horsefly Rivers, and angler-use data that the ministry has collected and analyzed.

I presented a summary of stakeholder and public consultation that was conducted between January and March 2008. The Consultation Report is a key information piece for the Working Groups. They will use this document to gain a perspective on community interests in relation to the development of Angling Management Plans. The Consultation Report is now available on the Skeena Quality Waters website at: http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/ske/qws/engagement.html
I invite you to go to the website and look at the Consultation Report.  If you feel there are some interests or points-of-view not represented in the report, the Working Groups have set aside a block of time at their second meetings (May 10-11) so members of the public can come and give a very brief presentation (3-5 minutes). If you feel that you have some additional information for the Working Groups, which is not captured in the Consultation Report:

- send me an email

- tell me which Working Group you want to address

- tell me very briefly what you want to say. 

These opportunities will be on a first-come, first-served basis. Here's the specifics on location, date and time:

EAST WORKING GROUP

Sandman Inn - Meeting Room

Smithers, BC

Saturday May 10 

4:00 pm

CENTRAL WORKING GROUP

Riverboat Restaurant

Hazelton, BC

Saturday May 10 

4:00 pm

WEST WORKING GROUP

Coast Inn of the West - Copper Room

Terrace, BC

Saturday May 10 

4:00 pm

The members of the Working Groups, who applied to and were selected by the Skeena Regional Quality Waters Management Committee (Regional Committee), are:

EAST WORKING GROUP (Waters: Babine, Bulkley, Morice)

Tom Espersen, resident angler

Tony Harris, resident angler

Gord Wolfe, resident angler

Micheal Hurwitz, resident angler

Tom Jones, resident angler (alternate)

Bob Hull, guide

Brian Schneider, guide

Richard Pow, guide

Keith Douglas, guide (alternate)

Jeff Lough, MOE

Facilitator: Dorli Duffy, Alan Dolan & Associates

 

CENTRAL WORKING GROUP [Waters: Kispiox, Kitseguecla, Kitwanga, Skeena IV (upstream from Kitwanga Bridge), Suskwa]

David Larson, resident angler

Doug Eftoda, resident angler

Don Intermela, resident angler

Jason Wiley, resident angler

Vacancy, resident angler (alternate)

Bob Clay, guide

Gene Allen, guide

Tom Lee, guide

Vacancy, guide (alternate)

Dean Peard, MOE

Facilitator: Alan Dolan, Alan Dolan & Associates

 

WEST WORKING GROUP [Waters: Kalum, Lakelse, Skeena IV (downstream from Kitwanga Bridge), Zymoetz I, Zymoetz II]

Jason Ouellet, resident angler

Chris Culp, resident angler

Jim Culp, resident angler

Rob Brown, resident angler

Michael Johnston, resident angler (alternate)

Dan Daigle, guide

Dustin Kovacvish, guide

Andrew Rushton, guide

Randy Dozzi, guide (alternate)

Dana Atagi, MOE

Facilitator: Sandra Bicego, Alan Dolan & Associates

If you would like to apply for a vacant Working Group position, please download and complete the Application Backgrounder (Go to:  http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/ske/qws/planning/working_groups.html) and submit your application by email or fax to the Ministry of Environment by May 8, 2008.

The Working Groups will meet together again for their third meeting on June 7-8, 2008. The draft Angling Management Plans will be prepared and will be available for comments at public and stakeholder meetings in the fall of 2008. Visit the website for more information: http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/ske/qws/
Alan

Alan Dolan BSc, MSc

Facilitator, Skeena Quality Waters Strategy

Alan Dolan & Associates

250-478-8056

adolan@islandnet.com
