Skeena Quality Waters Strategy Update #10

Hello Everyone:

It has now been five months since we asked the public to provide  
comments on the draft Angling Management Plans as part of the Skeena  
Quality Waters Strategy.  As each Working Group prepares to meet  
again this spring to revise the draft plans, I would like to provide  
an update on the process.

During the fall consultation period, input was received that the QWS  
process could be improved by additional representation from the  
business community. These concerns have been reviewed by the ministry  
and regional committee. After much discussion, it has been decided  
that these concerns are best addressed through modification to the  
working group structure to include representation from the business  
and tourism sectors. It is important to note that concerns were  
raised from the regional committee on the need to maintain resident  
priority within the process and final Angling Management Plans. The  
revised composition of the working groups will include five resident  
anglers (alternates will become standing members), three angling  
guides, one business and one tourism representative and one ministry  
coordinator.

To fill business/tourism positions, the ministry and regional  
committee will be looking for nominations or applications from  
interested individuals. The application form can be found on the QWS  
website at:

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/skeena/qws/planning/get_involved.html

The application deadline is April 17, 2009.  Individuals will be  
selected by the ministry and regional committee based on their local  
knowledge, skills and experience, bringing expertise from their  
respective sector to complement the working groups.

The ministry also heard that the "toolbox" for this process needs to  
be expanded. In response to these concerns, a review of regulatory  
options for this process will occur and will be presented to the  
working groups for consideration.

I hope that you have had a chance to review the Phase II Consultation  
Report. This report presents stakeholder feedback on the draft  
Angling Management Plans and the QWS process. It can be found at:

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/skeena/qws/

I would like to thank everyone for their assistance in moving this  
process forward -- the regional committee for its continued guidance,  
the working groups for their dedication, and everyone for their time  
and input.  The need to develop Angling Management Plans in the  
Skeena is important and each positive step we take brings us closer  
to this goal.

Sincerely,

Tom Ethier, Director of Fish and Wildlife, Ministry of Environment

