Skeena Quality Waters update April 23, 2010
Hello Everyone,
The Ministry of Environment response to Working Group recommendations for Skeena Angling Management Plans has been posted.  To view the response, please visit http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/skeena/qws/
This document presents final recommendations of the Working Groups for Skeena Angling Management Plans and the response from the Ministry of Environment. The ministry response indicates which recommendations were endorsed, those that were not endorsed, and those which were deferred for consideration in the future. The rationale for these decisions is also presented.  The ministry response document brings to a close the extensive consultation process as part of the Skeena Quality Waters Strategy. 
Development of Angling Management Plans in the Skeena Region has been a challenging process. The ministry would like to thank the Working Groups for volunteering their time to collectively meet and develop recommendations for Angling Management Plans.  The ministry would also like to recognize the tremendous of amount of time and energy required from the public to participate with each consultation process.  
The endorsed Working Group recommendations will form the basis of thirteen river-specific Angling Management Plans.  These plans will apply to rivers addressed as part of the Skeena Quality Waters Strategy (QWS) process.  Over the next year, the ministry will be working to finalize Angling Management Plans.  Final plans will be posted on the Skeena QWS website.  An email update will be sent out once this occurs.  Regulatory changes outlined in the ministry response will be implemented on April 1, 2011, and communicated via the BC Freshwater Fishing Regulations Synopsis.
It is important to note that Angling Management Plans will be adaptively managed.  The ministry will be monitoring these plans to determine their effectiveness in the future. 
As in the past, the ministry welcomes continued dialogue with everyone regarding steelhead fishing in the Skeena Region.
Sincerely,
Larry Boudreau
A/ Regional Manager
Environmental Stewardship and Parks & Protected Areas Divisions – Skeena 
 
