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REPORTING · 12th June 2008

SKEENA INDEPENDENT REPORT RELEASED

By Ken Fraser

The Skeena Independent Science Panel Report was officially released June 10 in Terrace at the Best Western Hotel. Over a hundred people from as far away as Babine Lake to Prince Rupert were present. The audience included First Nations, environmental groups, commercial fishers, recreational fishers and guides as well as government officials and others. 

Convener, Terry Tebb, introduced the members of the panel and the timetable of the presentation and discussion. 

The panel's objective was to use the best available science to review current management of anadromous salmonids in the Skeena Watershed, recommend a renewed approach to fisheries management, and identify what additional monitoring and data collection would be needed to implement the Wild Salmon Policy. The review was sanctioned by both DFO and MOE, and funded by the Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation of California. The review also dealt with steelhead because of their return to the spawning beds at the same time as some salmonid stocks.

Read the full Skeena Independent Science Panel Report at http://www.skeenawild.org
More photos below…   
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One of the panel, Carl Walters, clarifies some of the recommendations. - photo credit - Ken Fraser
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Don Roberts, chief of the Kitsumkalum Band, emphasizes the need for all parties to work together, knowing that if we do not that it may be the last chance for some of the stocks. - photo credit – Ken Fraser

