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The Story of a Big Skeena Chinook from 2007 season
by: Chad Black, Operations Manager, Nicholas Dean Lodge

Hello Anglers:

As promised, this week's report will continue on with a few more highlights from the 2007 season. Today's story centers around a large Chinook Salmon caught by Mike Bingham of Sheridan, California, and of a certain rivalry between him and a few of his fellow fishing buddies. Mike works for Sisler and Sisler Construction out of Sacramento, California, and him and the group were at the lodge in late July/early August to tackle the monster Chinook of the Skeena, as well as Sockeye on the fly and Halibut and Red Snapper in the Ocean. From the first day of the trip, you could tell that there was a rivalry, though friendly, between several members of the group. The fact that the group had established bets for the largest fish probably enhanced this even more. However, the true extent of this was not evident until after the group had departed home...

On the first day of fishing, half the Sisler and Sisler group traveled with Dustin and myself to Prince Rupert, to fish with Ernie Webb for halibut and other groundfish. Mike was part of this group, and the fishing and scenery that day was fantastic (As an aside, the drive from Terrace to Prince Rupert is an experience in itself, and the views are incredible, on both sunny and rainy days. When it's clear, the views of snow-capped mountains are second to none as they reach up from the Skeena, and when it's raining, the valley yields waterfalls extending from the mountain tops down to the river.). Though a little slow in the morning, Ernie quickly found some wiling halibut on a 200 ft hump surrounded by depths of 800 ft. Meanwhile, the rest of the group were on the Skeena River and its tributaries targeting huge Chinooks. Of particular interest to this story, Cliff ''Kip'' Kreutzberg was fishing with Sky on a Skeena River trib, plunking out of their jet boat. For those who haven't heard of ''plunking'' before, it is a technique used on either the shore or from a boat, whereby a heavy weight is cast out and which anchors the bait on the river bottom. The bait is typically a large piece of salmon eggs, coupled with a ''corky'' or Spin'n'Glo, which is an ideal presentation for large Chinooks migrating up the Skeena. As is often the case with plunking, big Chinooks hit the bait quite softly, and the only thing that registers a strike is the slight movement of the rod tip. Sky and Kip noticed this happening, and slowly took up the rod until they could feel the headshakes of the big fish. The hook was set with the expectations that the fish was going to run, and it did. After a strong battle, the heavy action rod finally subdued the fish, and Sky netted the big Chinook. At 50 lbs, it was the biggest fish caught at the lodge to date, and caused quite a buzz at the lodge between the Sisler and Sisler group. The bar had been set, and a number of guests in the group wanted to beat this...

The second day of the trip was similar to the first. The other half of the group did some halibut fishing with Ernie, and Mike opted to go for a second day as well. It was a great day, with our limit of halibut caught, along with a few huge red snapper. Taking one of my favorite shore lunch recipes from my previous guiding history, I made a few different batches of halibut and snapper coated with Dijon mustard and then fried on Ernie's boat. Though it might not sound like anything special, there is something to be said about the flavors that the Dijon mustard takes on once fried. Though I had planned on being a good host and taking some back for the other guests at the lodge, all of the plates came back empty! At any rate, the fishing back on the Skeena had been good, but nobody had managed to land a Chinook larger than Kip's. 

On the third day though, this was all about to change. Dustin, Greg and several guests were plunking on a bar on the Skeena just west of Terrace, with each rod having a different colour of Spin'n'Glo and/or bait. In late morning, the rod tip closest to Mike started the familiar ''tap tap.'' Mike quickly picked the rod out of the holder, tightened up the line, and waited. Despite the fact that the rod was quite heavy and the line was 50 lb monofilament, he could feel the fish's every movement through the rod. So when Mike felt another sharp tap on the line, he knew that the fish had taken the bait, and set back on quickly on the rod. When doing this type of fishing, it is difficult to set the hook too hard, as you have to pull the weight off the bottom before connecting directly to the fish. The other anglers in the group quickly reeled their line in so as not to get tangled in Mike's fish, as it began to pull downstream. It was easy to tell that it was a big fish, because it was difficult to turn its head, even with the heavy action rod. With Dustin closely keeping an eye on the fish, and on Mike, the fish began to tire, and after a valiant fight, was netted in the shallows. The Chinook had started to develop a large kype, and even Dustin, being the strong man he is, struggled to hold up the fish for a photo. The fish was a fine Skeena River specimen, and a prime example of the wild fish that ascend the river each year. The great fish, like all fish of this size should be, was released to pursue its journey upstream, and to spread its superior genes to future generations of Chinook. For Mike, it was definitely a ''winner.'' The fish was 55 lbs, a little bigger than Kip's, and which remained the largest fish of the Sisler and Sisler trip, as well as the lodge record for the season. I guess you can say that Mike had bragging rights after all... 

After the Sisler and Sisler group left, I received a few emails and photos of what Kip and the group claimed were the ''real'' photos of Mike's fish. I'll let you be the judge of that one...though I suspect that Photoshop might have something to do with it...
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The Chinook of the Skeena are amongst the largest in the world, as the 99 lb catch and release world record can attest to. These fish average from 20 to 50 lbs, and there is a legitimate chance that you can catch substantially larger fish, perhaps the next world record! 

Until next week, tight lines and screaming reels!

Chad Black
Operation Manager

Please contact Noel to ask questions and to book your guided fishing trip with Nicholas Dean Lodge.  His contact information is:
Noel Gyger

Phone: 250-635-2568

E-mail: noel@noelgyger.ca
Website: www.noelgyger.ca 

SIGN UP… to receive his Weekly Fishing Reports via e-mail on his website at www.noelgyger.ca  just cast to the yellow box (left side) 

