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BC’s tourism industry is very much dependent on wild salmon resources. Sadly, many wild salmon populations have been threatened because of habitat destruction, over-fishing and now because of salmon farming. The recent science indicating significant mortality in BC’s salmon stocks due to sea lice generated by open net-cage fish farming gives a clear warning to the BC’s tourism industry. 

We are now discovering that the problem may not only be specific to pink salmon in the Broughton Archipelago, New research published online by the North American Journal of Fisheries Management reports that infestations of sea lice have spread to juvenile pink, chum, and sockeye salmon as well as juvenile herring near fish farms throughout the Discovery Islands (Morton, Routledge and Krkosek). We fear the same may be true throughout the coast where fish farms are concentrated. 
The impacts the open net-cage fish farming industry will have on the sport salmon fishing and nature based tourism industries in B.C. will be damning and irreversible. We need government to implement urgent legislation and policy that protects wild salmon from farmed fish, however the lack of attention and action to date has forced organizations like the WTA to look to avenues such as litigation. 
The Council of Tourism Associations (COTA) has suggested that they would like to pursue a dialogue with the fish farm industry based on a tourism business case. WTA supports this tact, but we also need COTA and the tourism industry to pressure government to look at the whole issue more seriously. We need to know (and not guess) how widespread the sea lice problem is on the coast of BC. To do this we need government to encourage and fund independent research, similar to the research work carried out by the Salmon Coast Research Station in the Broughton Archipelago. Researchers are sampling juvenile wild salmon fry as they depart their natal streams and rivers, before they encounter fish farms, after they have encountered the farms or when they are in the vicinity of fish farms situated on their migration routes. Once we have this information a proper assessment on the impacts to wild salmon from open net-cage fish farms must be done and we can then know for sure whether the problem is widespread and systemic as the independent research suggests. 
Ultimately the only real measure that is going to work to fully protect wild salmon and our industry is separating the farm and wild salmon. This can only be achieved by complete closed containment technology, but this goal is years away from implementation. In the meantime fish farms must be moved off key salmon migration routes.
Fish Farming Petition
The WTA is participating in a legal petition against the Province to review the constitutionality of the provincial regulatory structure over ocean aquaculture. The petition was filed May 6, 2008, in

the BC Supreme Court. The petition challenges the power of the Minister of Agriculture and Lands to renew a fish farm licence on the basis that the Provincial Fisheries Act and Aquaculture

Regulation are ultra vires the Province. Section 91 of the Constitution Act 1867 (Canada’s

constitution) grants the Federal Government exclusive jurisdiction over the “Seacoast and Inland

Fisheries”. The petition asserts that the province’s regulatory structure, which allows decisions over fish farm locations, size, numbers of fish, treatments and other operational matters, amounts to regulation of an ocean fishery, that the province has no power to control these matters, and that the 1988 MOU between Canada and BC is an improper subdelegation of federal jurisdiction.

Although this challenge to the constitutionality of the regulatory structure does not legally depend

upon evidence of proving harm to wild salmon by the fish farms, it intends to provide such evidence including disease, waste, escapements and sea lice infestation. The petition will also argue that the existing ‘split jurisdiction” situation, where the province regulates inside the farm and the DFO the impacts to wild salmon outside the farm is not working and not sensible and that neither jurisdiction is taking responsibility for impacts to wild salmon, in particular sea lice infestation. 
The action is crafted as a petition for Judicial Review and brought into BC Supreme Court as a test case concerning the renewal of one licence (Glacier falls in Broughton Archipelago), although it will be seeking a general declaration of invalidity of the provincial legislation and regulations, which would apply equally to all ocean aquaculture sites. The respondents will be the provincial Minister of Agriculture and Lands, the Attorney General of BC (representing the province concerning legislation) and Marine Harvest Canada Ltd. The Attorney General of Canada will be served as an interested party, and will likely join the action because of the constitutional issues involved. 
The petition seeks the Court’s assistance on the ‘public interest standing’ around the issues of fish farms and it was necessary that the petitioners in this action show a genuine and legitimate interest, and capacity to prosecute the case effectively. As such the WTA Board decided it was very helpful to include the WTA (representing tourism and ecotourism interests) as a credible and important component of the public interest.

If the petition is successful the provincial regulation of fish farms could be much reduced or eliminated (except for closed containment farms), and the federal government (DFO) would have a much more enhanced role and therefore be under some pressure to do a better job and regulate the farms in a manner that protects wild salmon. It will also raise the public profile of the matter, and require an appropriate government response. There is some likelihood that the court will comment on the science, given the evidence of harm that will be presented and the likelihood the government respondents will attempt to challenge it, and this will require real dialogue about the risk of harm to wild salmon rather than the futile debate in the media. Perhaps the most compelling argument for this petition is that if successful we could be rid of 'split regulatory jurisdiction'. 
The lead petitioner was Alexandra Morton (a field research biologist with a history of concern in this matter), and the other petitioners included the Pacific Coast Wild Salmon Society, the Area E Gillnetters Association and the Fishing Vessel owners Association of BC. WTA’s role and liability in the litigation is relatively limited. WTA members can help this cause and support Alexandra Morton by donating to the Adopt a Fry campaign www.adopt-a-fry.org 
The above is reference from http://www.wilderness-tourism.bc.ca/main.html 
