From: Alexandra Morton [mailto:wildorca@island.net] 
Sent: February 27, 2009 8:25 AM
To: adopt-a-fry@lists.onenw.org
Subject: [adopt-a-fry] We the fishermen

Hello All:

As it stands salmon "farms" are now a public fishery as per the BC Supreme Court decision.  I feel certain this door is being pushed shut as fast as possible and so feel a sense of urgency that if we are going to accomplish anything real in the water at this moment of enormous opportunity that it will take all of us to get this done.

I am hoping that everyone with a fishing license be it commercial, personal, sport or First Nation will consider signing this.

If people want to sign please send me, (Alexandra Morton, wildorca@island.net), your first and last name, your fishery and your town and I will put you on the letter.

Please forward this far and wide as fast as you can.

Standing by

Alex
Dear Paul Sprout and the Honourable Gail Shea:

We, the fishermen of British Columbia, work under increasing regulations, restrictions and closures set by Fisheries and Oceans Canada to protect our industry and Canada’s ocean resources. We are required to carry observers and DFO cameras at our expense to monitor and reduce our by-catch. We are prohibited from fishing with lights at night..  All  fishing and packing vessels are required to be licensed by your Department. We have been required to alter our gear, install tanks to revive Coho and limited fishing time and area  following DFO instructions. All these restrictions are an attempt to quantify and reduce our impact on both target and non-target species. We are disheartened that as we fish fewer days a year, wild fish stocks continue to decline. 

On February 9, 2009 the BC Supreme Court ruled that British Columbia salmon farms are not “farms,” and that current Provincial regulation of this industry is unconstitutional. The responsibility for salmon aquaculture will pass from the Province to the federal government in 12 months.  As it stands today, the salmon aquaculture industry is a public fishery.  Fisheries and Oceans Canada has always had the power to regulate the aquaculture industry to comply with the Fisheries Act, but has chosen not to.    

You can understand why we do not accept this as fair conduct by your department. In addition, many of us have experience with the salmon aquaculture industry and we have witnessed practices that serve to undo the sacrifices by our industry. While the court has given the federal government 12 months to assume regulation of salmon aquaculture, the dire state of many fish stocks in BC moves us to demand that DFO take steps immediately to meet it’s current constitutional obligations to conserve and protect the fisheries resources of Canada. 

We request:

· That observers and cameras be required during the harvesting and off-loading of aquaculture salmon to assess by-catch of non-target species by this fishery.

· That the vessels transporting aquaculture salmon be licensed like all other commercial fishing vessels;

· That the Pacific Fishery Regulations (1993) Section 8 Prohibited Fishing Methods be enforced.  All brilliant submerged and above water lights should be removed from the aquaculture facilities to prevent all wild prey and predator species from being drawn to and into the pens and to reduce anthropogenic activities that may disrupt these natural interactions.

As Justice Hinkson wrote in his landmark decision,  “The inclusion of fisheries in s. 91(12) of the Constitution Act, 1867 was a recognition that fisheries, as a national resource, require uniformity of the legislation”. We feel certain that the aquaculture industry will be the first to agree that they can comply with the laws of Canada. 

Standing by,

