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Friends of Wild Salmon is a coalition of First Nations, community groups, anglers and commercial fishermen working to protect the Skeena's wild salmon legacy.Learn more. 
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Vote in the Globe and Mail poll on oil tankers




The Globe and Mail is running an online poll today on oil tankers. The question they're asking is "Should the informal moratorium on oil tankers off British Columbia’s northern shores be made mandatory?"
The background on this issue is that since the 1970s there has been a moratorium on crude oil tanker traffic in BC's northern waters. However, it has not been legislated. Enbridge has indicated it will ignore this moratorium and allow 225 oil tankers per year into Kitimat as part of its Northern Gateway Pipeline project. Meanwhile, Coastal First Nations have declared their own ban under their traditional laws against crude oil tanker traffic.

Passing a legislated crude oil tanker ban would end the debate and protect our coast from the perils of oil spills like the Exxon Valdez. Such a ban would not effect current shipping traffic using the port of Kitimat.

Please click here to cast your vote on this important issue.
Enbridge oil spill in Michigan shows negligence, slow response
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On Monday, July 26, the Enbridge Lakehead pipeline carrying crude oil from Indiana to Ontario suffered an underground break in Michigan. At least 4 million litres of crude oil flowed into the Kalamazoo River. It is the largest environmental disaster in Midwest U.S. history.

As Enbridge and the EPA engage in a massive cleanup attempt, questions are surfacing about Enbridge's maintainence of that section of pipeline. The 41-year-old pipeline was aging and had been subject to more than 100 repairs during the past year. And U.S. government regulators warned Enbridge seven months ago that it wasn't properly monitoring corrosion on the pipeline.

There are also questions about Enbridge's response to the spill. According to the Detroit Free Press, "The National Transportation Safety Board said officials for Enbridge were warned of low pressure in the pipeline about 6 p.m. Sunday July 25, more than 19 hours before Enbridge reported the leak to the federal government."

Enbridge's slow response has been called "wholly inadequate" and "anemic" by Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm. Congressman Mark Schauer said, "There is no excuse for the amount of time that lapsed between when Enbridge discovered the leak and when they reported it."

Learn more about the Enbridge oil spill:

· The Enbridge Dirty Dozen: Andrew Nikiforuk writes on The Tyee that the Michigan disaster follows 12 other big spills or penalties this decade 

· Oil spill photos from the Detroit Free Press 

· Photos of Greenpeace protest in Vancouver 
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