Noel

Perhaps it is time to say something about the blight that is covering and threatening to cover our coast.  Here is the latest from Alex, with Pics.  All species are at risk.  Nimmo's message is for all involved with angling to become involved with saving BC wild salmon.  I will leave this up to you whether or not you put this message on your website or not.  
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Hello:

This picture just came from the crew I work with off Campbell River. Most of
these are a louse species called Caligus, which are on herring as well as
other species, including Atlantic salmon.  This outbreak is incredibly
severe. While this species does not usually harm salmon, the numbers here
are so high evidence of damage is apparent on these fish (near the anal fin
of the bottom fish). Also the fish in the top right has a large salmon louse
with eggs.

The crew is reporting these lice are also on the abundant sockeye smolts
which given their numbers are almost certainly Fraser fish. Though they are
having difficulty catching them, they can see the lice.

Caligus lice are harder to track because they can live on so many other
species.  This means the farm salmon can pick these lice up at anytime of
year and enhance them, it also means herring will carry them in large
numbers all over Georgia Strait. There was once a Caligus epidemic on pink
salmon before fish farms, but fish farms are going to have the same effect
on this species of louse as they have on the other species.

Caligus jumps fish to fish and thus spreads disease more than the salmon
louse, indeed all these are females with eggs and the males have apparently
jumped already.

Unless someone comes up with solid evidence to the contrary fish farms would
be the leading suspect cause for this.

My sense is we are running out of time coastwide to get farm fish away from
any wild salmon that we want.

Alexandra Morton
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