Hi All

Please take time to review fellow WTA member Howard’s situation. See also video of Howard’s operation and bears by clicking on Global TV news http://www.canada.com/globaltv/bc/video/index.html  (click on "Global BC Stories" in the vertical menu on the lower left side of the page.  Then, scroll down and click on the story "Salmon Farms").

Regards Brian
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In the absence of salmon

 

Pink salmon returns to the Glendale River system in Knight Inlet are very low this fall. In the absence of salmon the grizzly bears have moved down river to roto-root for angelica (rice root) and starchy bulbs in the estuary. The odd bear is staring into the river, wondering where the fish are. We did see an eagle catch a fish, dragging it up onto the gravel bar and dispatching it entirely in 15 minutes, leaving nothing for the bear who eventually smelled the fish and came down to investigate. 

In the estuary the sedges, which are a good summer source of vegetable protein for grizzly bears, is turning brown and drying off. The bears only eat the sedge right at the water's edge, where it is still green. 

But it will soon lose its nutritional value as it dies off over the harsh inlet winter. Most of the bear scat along the river and road shows purple. 

The grizzly bears are trying to prepare for hibernation with berries instead of salmon. 

In the absence of salmon this year's cubs are getting eaten. Large males attack the moms with cubs-of-the-year. If the family group runs, the last cub in line gets killed. In early September a mom with three cubs was reduced to a mom and one cub. 

In the absence of salmon, what can be done? The Glendale Spawning Channel restoration work carried out by Blake Coverington, a do-the-right-thing kind of guy and John Dawson of the "Astral Star" in July 2007 will help the 2008 pink run and subsequent years. This summer the DFO and Knight Inlet Lodge improved the entrance to the spawning channel. 

Also the water intake valve at the lake was rebuilt, so that more water can be run through the channel. For the few eggs that will be deposited, the channel will be in good shape. But as the pink fry swim out the inlet, will they survive the gauntlet of sea lice on the fish farms? Will anybody's efforts be worthwhile if we don't fix the problem? 

In 2003 many fish farms were closed for the spring fry migration and the pink salmon survived exceptionally well and the bears, forest, humans and others thrived. Marine Harvest has agreed to a fallow route for the fish farms on the northern fry migration route in 2010 if their leases are renewed and expanded. But this year's offspring need a chance to survive in 2009. The Mainstream fish farms will not be part of this, which could easily negate any good of a fallow route. 

As a tour operator bringing people to the North Island I find it difficult to survive among so many fish farms. It seems to me the answer is simple: remove fish farms from the inlets. Many of us are working hard to protect wild salmon. It is the fish farmers' turn. 

Howard Pattinson, 

Telegraph Cove

http://www.canada.com/courierislander/news/letters/story.html?id=9e1e9c10-cbd0-4751-8974-233cff298169
