VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Terrace mayor wants way to protect Skeena River by creating new authority

TERRACE – Terrace mayor Jack Talstra says it’s past time there be a more organized approach to protecting and using the Skeena River.

He’s predicting pressures will grow on the river, one of the provinces prized resources when it come to salmon production and that it is better to have a governmental mechanism in place sooner rather than later to deal with the expected increased activity.

“When you think about it, whatever happens in a place like Hazelton or Kitwanga that affects the river also affects the users downstream,” said the mayor in building up his case.

Talstra even has a tentative name for the entity: the Skeena River Basin Management Board.

“It would have all of the stakeholders on it who use the river,” said Talstra.

Talstra said the idea of a regional management board grew out of this year’s flooding when the Skeena spilled its banks up and down its length.

“You’re going to see a call for more diking.  I know that’s what we want in Terrace.  But when you have dikes, that changes things and we need to have plans in place,“ Talstra continued.

Talstra’s list of potential management board members included First Nations, municipal governments and regional governments.

He’s even seized on an example that might be used as a model, the Fraser Basin Management Board formed in the 1990’s for the same reasons he now says are playing out for the Skeena.

The Fraser board has federal and provincial as well as municipal and First Nations members and also consists of groups with economic, environmental and social interests along the Fraser River.

It has a set of principles, including meeting the needs of all people in the basin within the ecological constraints of the basin itself; incorporating aboriginal interest and concerns; and assuring the conservation and prudent management of renewable and non-renewable resources.

Talstra has yet to formally present his idea to various regional governing structures but has been mentioning it to various people and bodies.

The Skeena’s headwaters are in the Klappan area where Shell Canada has rights to drill for coalbed methane and where Ontario-based Fortune Minerals wants to develop an anthracite coal mine.

This has drawn the attention not only of the Tahltan, as the Klappan is part of their traditional territory, but also by environmental groups who way the downstream effects of damage upstream will affect fish, wildlife and humans.

Talstra is also chair of the Kitimat-Stikine regional district and this body may provide some of the framework resulting in the creation of an eventual river authority.
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