Alexandra Morton update for January 15, 2011
Subject: Fraser Sockeye Unidentified Virus

Hello

Once again I apologize for the number of emails, but I thought you would want to know about this.  A DFO scientist is reporting a potential virus is killing very large numbers of Fraser sockeye and DFO has kept this under wraps for 4 years. The lead author, Dr. Kristina Miller, has not been made available by DFO to comment:

 “'Dead fish swimming' virus may be hurting Pacific salmon” (The Vancouver Sun, 13th January): http://www.vancouversun.com/health/Dead+fish+swimming+virus+hurting+Pacific+salmon/4104876/story.html

I have posted more information on my blog: http://alexandramorton.typepad.com/

I have started a petition to Fisheries Minister Shea demanding she allow Dr. Miller to test the feedlot salmon for this unidentified virus.  DFO cannot be allowed to muddle this as they have sea lice:

https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dEtNMExpVGpXZ2U4R3J1dFdhQVJxU3c6MQ 

I cannot stress enough how serious retroviruses are, they mutate quickly, cause cancer and should be rare in salmon. DFO  needs to demonstrate they have done everything they can to figure this out or replace the Minister and their senior staff in Ottawa and British Columbia.  It does not boost confidence that the salmon feedlots are stone-walling all attempts see their disease records. It remains to be seen if they obey the order by the Cohen Commission to do so.

Please lend your voice to this as never before.

Alexandra Morton 
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