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	First Nations opposition to Enbridge pipeline makes news across Canada

Earlier this month, representatives of the Wet'suwet'en Hereditary Chiefs travelled to Calgary to share their concerns about the proposed Enbridge pipeline with energy companies. 

They delivered letters to Shell Canada, Royal Dutch Shell, Husky Energy, Suncor, Chevron, Imperial Oil, Ivanhoe Energy, Korea National Oil Corporation and China National Petroleum Corporation. The group also met with the U.S. and Chinese consulates and plans to outline its concerns to South Korean representatives.

Here are two news stories covering the details of the growing First Nations opposition to the pipeline:

Native group calls for pipeline boycott (Globe and Mail, January 16)

BC aboriginal group says review process for pipeline doesn’t recognize rights (Canadian Press, January 18)
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	Enbridge pipeline will result in 30% increase in tar sands output: Pembina Institute

The proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway pipeline would result in a 30% increase in average daily oil sands output, with major environmental consequences, according to a new report by the Pembina Institute. However, the environmental assessment of the project will ignore the environmental impacts and increased greenhouse gas emissions associated with this increased oil sands production, according to the final Terms of Reference for the Joint Review Panel released in December.

"The Panel has deliberately turned a blind eye toward the bigger picture environmental impacts of new oil sands production that would be required to fill this pipeline," said Simon Dyer, Oil Sands Program Director at the Pembina Institute. "In the face of growing public concern about oil sands development, they are ducking their responsibility and damaging the credibility of the review process before it even starts — and therefore we are not going to participate."

Read the entire January 18 media release
Read the Globe and Mail story: "Watchdog Disputes Pipeline" (January 19)
Download the Pembina Institute Fact Sheet on this issue (PDF document)

Download the full report "Opening the Door for Oil Sands Expansion: The Hidden Environmental Impacts of the Enbridge Gateway Pipeline" (PDF document)




	[image: image2.jpg]



	Enbridge oil spill confirms concerns about proposed BC pipeline

(Terrace, BC) Enbridge’s recent 126,000-gallon oil spill from a pipeline in North Dakota, discovered last Friday, has confirmed northern BC residents’ concerns about the company’s proposed oil pipeline through their region.

“Enbridge simply cannot prevent oil spills from its pipelines,” said Jennifer Rice, Chair of Friends of Wild Salmon. “And in our watersheds, even one oil spill of this magnitude is unacceptable.”

“If an accident like the North Dakota spill or the Pine River spill were to occur near the Kitimat River, Kitimat residents’ drinking water source would likely be polluted,” said Margaret Ouwehand, a member of the organization Douglas Channel Watch.

More information:

FOWS Press Release (January 14)
Reuters: "Enbridge shuts oil pipeline after leak; reroutes supply" (January 11)

Prince Rupert Daily News: "Dakota spill has revived debate over Enbridge Gateway pipeline" (January 18)




