Gitxaala Clan Chiefs, Elders and Landholders  (Gugwilx Yaans)

NEWS RELEASE

Northern First Nations Welcome Fish Farm Recommendations at Prince Rupert Celebration

July 9, 2007 (Prince Rupert, B.C.) – Over 150 people filled Prince Rupert’s Fisherman’s Hall Saturday to celebrate a fish-farm-free north coast and accept the recommendations of the BC government’s Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture. 

The feast brought together members of the Gitxaala (Kitkatla), Gitga’at (Hartley Bay), Wet’suwet’en,  Haisla, Gitxsan, and Gitanyow First Nations and the Allied Tsimshian Tribes of Lax Kwalaams.  Skeena MLA Robin Austin presented the Aquaculture Committee’s final report to the assembled chiefs and elders. 

"We are very pleased the Committee’s report reflected how people in the North feel about protecting  wild salmon from fish farms,” said Conrad Lewis, spokesperson for the Gitxaala Clan Chiefs, Elders and Landholders. “We fully accept the Committee’s recommendations and will use the power of our traditional governance to ensure that they are enforced.” 

“This celebration sends a message to the BC premier that northern First Nations will not tolerate fish farms in our waters,” added Lewis. “It also acknowledges all of the people across the North who have come together over the past several years to protect wild salmon.” 

The Special Committee on Sustainable Aquaculture released its final report on May 16, 2007.  It recommended that fish farms not be developed in BC’s northern waters. 
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