	

	In this issue

B.C. First Nations tour Gulf spill, return with grim message
Ignatieff takes a stand on tankers
FOWS chair Jen Rice's column: We're picky when it comes to dating companies
Quick links 

friendsofwildsalmon.ca
Forward to a Friend
About FOWS 

Friends of Wild Salmon is a coalition of First Nations, community groups, anglers and commercial fishermen working to protect the Skeena's wild salmon legacy.Learn more. 


	[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.jpg]



B.C. First Nations tour Gulf spill, return with grim message

British Columbians cannot afford to let Enbridge bring the devastation of the BP oil spill to their coast. That's the message a delegation of B.C. First Nations brought back from the Gulf of Mexico, after a four-day tour of the Gulf Coast area affected by the BP oil spill.

Read the July 14 Terrace Standard article, "Oil spill visit sends a clear message: No to Enbridge"
"Everywhere we went people told us the same thing: if you have a choice when it comes to big oil development, don't do it. And if you do, prepare for the worst," said Gerald Amos, a councilor with the Haisla Nation.

The delegation learned of the BP spill's impact on the Gulf Coast's fishing economy from the president of the Louisiana Shrimp Association.

"Shrimp are to Louisiana what wild salmon are to B.C.," said Art Sterritt, executive director of Coastal First Nations, an alliance of nine Nations from B.C.'s central and north coast. "The shrimp fishermen told us that their economy is gone, but worse than that they risk losing a huge part of their fishing culture. That's a message that hits close to home for our people who depend so heavily on fish and seafood."

View photos from the delegation's trip to Louisiana
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Ignatieff takes a stand on tankers

Michael Ignatieff and the Liberal Party of Canada have committed to formalizing the oil tanker ban in British Columbia. Such a ban would prevent crude oil tankers from traveling through BC’s Central and North Coast. Both the Liberals and NDP now support a ban on northern crude oil tankers.

“Michael Ignatieff’s announcement to formalize the ban on oil tankers is precisely the kind of leadership we need on this issue. We thank him for making the commitment to ensure that the marine life, people, and economy of coastal BC is protected from catastrophic oil spills,” said Jennifer Lash, Executive Director of the Living Oceans Society.

Read Michael Ignatieff's guest column in the Vancouver Sun, "Protecting our oceans, protecting our economy"
Watch video of A Channel's interview with Michael Ignatieff in Victoria
“The only way we can ensure that the ban on tankers is strong enough to withstand pressure from oil companies is to formalize it through permanent legislation,” says Josh Paterson, Staff Lawyer at West Coast Environmental Law. “With today’s announcement, we believe there is enough support among all opposition parties in the House of Commons to make this happen soon. As Liberal leader, Mr. Ignatieff can play a pivotal role in passing legislation to ban tankers.”
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FOWS chair Jen Rice's column: We're picky when it comes to dating companies

(The following appeared in today's edition of the Terrace Standard)
Enbridge’s latest PR salvo promoting its Northern Gateway Pipeline shows an increasingly desperate company pulling out all the stops to sell a project no one is buying.

It’s as if they’re trying to get a date but keep getting turned down.

First it was the nine coastal First Nations and their inland neighbours, the Wet’suwet’en, Carrier Sekani and others who said Enbridge wasn’t the one for them.

Then, a group of over 150 businesses, NGOs and prominent Canadians including Bruce Cockburn, Margaret Atwood and Yann Martell spurned Enbridge in a national ad.

The federal NDP doesn’t want it. Nor do the federal Liberals; Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff recently came out with a clear statement that his party would work to pass a legislated crude oil tanker ban for B.C.’s North Coast.

On Haida Gwaii, every one of the Islands’ communities – Old Massett, Masset, Skidegate, Sandspit, Queen Charlotte and Tow Hill Road – signed a resolution clearly opposing the Enbridge project. Not to mention 80 percent of British Columbians who support a ban on crude oil tankers, according to a recent Mustel poll.

Amazingly, or perhaps not, none of this seems to be changing the Enbridge tune. On the contrary, it’s making them more desperate.

“We want to turn your no into a yes,” said Enbridge CEO Patrick Daniel. Desperate words indeed.

Enbridge’s glossy brochure goes as far as stating that bringing supertankers to the North Coast – the same waters that sunk the ferry Queen of the North – is going to make our coast safer.

Safer?

If built, Enbridge’s oil plan would see 225 tankers per year, the largest of which carries some 300 million litres of tar sands crude, winding their way through the tricky entrance to Douglas Channel.

If that’s Enbridge’s version of safer, I’d hate to see what they think would make it more dangerous.

When that doesn’t work, they try scaring us into saying yes...

Keep reading this article
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