An article written by Rafe Mair and published by the Save Our Rivers
Society on Tuesday, "Seven disingenuous statements from Colin Hansen",
has attracted a flurry of responses. You can read it yourself at: 

http://saveourrivers.ca/latest-news-mainmenu-38/sors-blog-mainmenu-43/401-rafe56

Here's an excerpt:

Mr. Hansen says "BC is a net importer of electricity."
 This simply is not true. Both the National Energy Board and Stats
Canada, the most reliable sources we have, tell a different story:
Over the past decade BC, our public power province, has typically been
a net exporter of power. Mr. Hansen makes his statement based upon BC
Hydro figures which don’t count energy created and exported by
Alcan, Teck-Cominco and Fortis - all of which form part of our larger
public power system, and are considered by the National Energy Board
as part of BC's energy imports and exports. We grant these companies
access to our public resources to produce and distribute power, in
exchange for job creation and access to purchasing excess power they
create at an affordable rate. For instance, BC Hydro just bought a
share of the power from one of Teck Cominco's dams, which further
reduces our need for new private river power, yet Mr. Hansen's
government makes no policy change in private power development to
reflect this. Perhaps I just call Minister Hanson disingenuous which
means, according to Merriam dictionary, “giving a false appearance
of simple frankness”.

Damien Gillis has written an addendum to Rafe's article, which you
can read here:

http://saveourrivers.ca/latest-news-mainmenu-38/sors-blog-mainmenu-43/402-seven-disingenuous-colin-hansen

Damien's piece includes links to these supporting documents:

BC Stats: Exports, 2005:
http://saveourrivers.ca/pdf/Exports-BCStats.pdf - pay particular
attention to pages four and five

West Coast Environmental Law's backgrounder on the private power
industry in BC: http://www.wcel.org/articles/IPP-QandA.pdf

Here's two excerpts from Damien's addendum:

The BC Stats document, if you look at pages 4 and 5, shows from
1995-2005 (most recent date in this report) 9 out of 11 years we were
a net exporter to the US and 7 out of 11 years a net exporter to
Alberta. Overall, combining Alberta and the US we were a net exporter
9 years out of 11 from 1995-2005. The two National Energy Board charts
are more up to date (note: they only deal with BC to US, not within
Canada), and tell a similar story (note: the 2008 numbers were
incomplete here - I don't have the final numbers). In dollar terms,
from 1997 to 2008 we were a net exporter to the US 10 out of 12 years,
and in power volume terms 8 out of 12. Factoring the stats BC numbers
for US exports that go further back, we know we were a net exporter of
electricity to the US 10 out of 14 years from 1995-2008.

As you will see from the financial graph below, regardless of volume,
we have virtually always had a net profit from our power trading with
the US, with a couple of minor exceptions - the same is essentially
true with Alberta. But it's not the fib, so much as the motive for it
that's important here: Mr. Hansen and his government misleadingly tell
us we are a net importer of power to bolster their false argument that
we are not energy self-sufficient - that without relying on these
imports from Alberta and the US we wouldn't have enough power for our
needs, thus we need private power producers to fill the gap. Hogwash!

The latest "The Flow: Rafe Mair Reports on Our Rivers:"

The Battle Has Barely Begun III

http://saveourrivers.ca/latest-news-mainmenu-38/sors-blog-mainmenu-43/403-rafe57

Rafe's latest column on _The Tyee_:

Simply Unbelievable: Dubious bluster from BC Libs on e-mails, river
power

http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2009/07/27/SimplyUnbelievable/

(also available at http://rafeonline.com/2009/07/simply-unbelievable/) 





