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Canadians accuse Norwegian salmon farm companies of double standards
June 13, 2007, Oslo: A delegation from Canada will be appealing today to the Marine Harvest Board of Directors and the Canadian Ambassador to Norway to acknowledge in Canada what is widely acknowledged in Norway – that net-cage salmon farms are the primary source of sea lice infecting and endangering wild salmon stocks.

Representing First Nations (aboriginal people), environmental groups and nature based tourism businesses in the province of British Columbia (BC), the Canadians are voicing the frustrations of many concerned citizens at the double standard of Norwegian salmon farming corporations operating in BC and Norway and the intransigence of the Canadian federal and provincial governments on the sea lice science issue.

“It is with mixed emotions that I accept Norway’s acknowledgement of fish farms as a key source of sea lice and the known impact on wild salmon smolts,” says Chief Bob Chamberlin on behalf of the Musgamagw Tswataineuk Tribal Council. “How can these same companies endorse the Canadian government’s position of uncertainty attached to these known scientific facts? Especially when the Pink salmon stocks of the Broughton Archipelago where my people live are in such peril.”

“Norwegian companies such as Marine Harvest, Cermaq and Grieg Seafoods have admitted publicly at home that their farms are a major source of sea lice infecting and often killing the wild Atlantic salmon,” says Catherine Stewart of the Living Oceans Society. “Yet in Canada, these same companies deny the problem, say the science is inconclusive and do their utmost to avoid taking responsibility or working towards solutions to address the problem. We are particularly disturbed by Marine Harvest’s position on this issue as the company has entered into  a Framework for Dialogue with our nine-member coalition and we could move much more quickly to collaborative solutions if they came to the table already accepting the extensive published science on the impacts farm origin sea lice are having on wild salmon in BC.”

Wild Pacific chum and pink salmon are significantly more vulnerable to the impacts of sea lice due to their small size when encountering the lice-infested salmon farms. The Pacific chum and pink salmon weigh as little as one gram when they enter salt water and research has confirmed that even one louse on these tiny fish can be fatal. A study in the prestigious Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of The United States of America last year concluded that up to 95 per cent of young wild salmon that migrate out to sea die after swimming through plumes of lice from infected Norwegian-owned fish farms.

“The people of Norway should be ashamed by the behavior of their corporations abroad,” says Brian Gunn, President of the Wilderness Tourism Association. “Cermaq is partially owned by the government of Norway. How can the citizens of this responsible, progressive nation tolerate their countrymen putting the very survival of BC’s wild salmon stocks at risk through their constant refusal to acknowledge in Canada what is commonly accepted as fact in Norway?”

The delegation is asking the Marine Harvest board to order their Canadian farm managers to publicly accept their role in the sea lice problem and focus their efforts on cooperative work with Canadian interest groups in developing solutions.

The significant money spent on “denial research” of farms’ contribution to the sea lice problem should end and this funding and effort should be redirected to resolving the problem, the groups believe.

The letter being presented to Canada’s Ambassador to Norway asks Madame Jillian Stirk to alert federal officials that the government’s continued denial of the weight of scientific evidence is subjecting Canada’s scientific reputation to international mockery and disparagement.

“One European scientist asked recently if our Department of Fisheries and Oceans staff could read,” said Stewart. “The weight of international scientific evidence confirming salmon farms as the source of lice is overwhelming. It is not only embarrassing that Canada’s government is maintaining this “head in the sand” approach, but the longer they delay accepting the science the greater the risk to the survival of our wild salmon stocks. It’s time for Canada to face up to the facts.” 

The Canadians will deliver the letter to the Ambassador at noon at the Canadian Embassy, and attend the Marine Harvest AGM beginning at 2:00 p.m. where a resolution tabled by the Pure Salmon Campaign will be voted on by shareholders.

For more information contact: 

Catherine Stewart, Chief Bob Chamberlin or Brian Gunn on cell: +1-202-251-3997 

Notes to Editors:

The Canadian Embassy is located at Wergelandsveien 7. Chief Chamberlin will wear his traditional First Nations regalia and sing a song to the salmon in Kwakwala, the language of his peoples.

The Marine Harvest AGM will be held at Felix Konferansesenter, Bryggetorget 3, Oslo, Norway from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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