March 7, 2009

From: Alexandra Morton wildorca@island.net
Subject: Petition to Protect Wild Salmon written by Alexandra Morton

Hello All 1,237 of us who have signed the letter (of March 1 – THANK YOU FOR SHOWING YOUR SUPPORT)

I am really impressed by how many of you have taken a stand and signed this letter, in fact I cannot keep up with you.  I have now read over 1000 emails from all of you this week and you have made it clear this is important to you.  We still have not received a reply.  

Many of you asked that I include Premier Gordon Campbell as a recipient of this letter because we don’t know his intention. Will he appeal, will the federal government sub-delegate the feedlot fishery back to the Province?

The point of this is simply to have the Fisheries Act applied to the salmon aquaculture industry as it is applied to all fisheries and users of the marine environment.  With some very generous help from a fisherman I am hoping that you can now sign on electronically.  In theory you can click on the link below.  I will keep sending the letter with all the names as they come in and I will continue informing you of our progress or lack of it.  Please let me know if you don’t want to be contacted anymore. Do not sign up again, but forward this link as far as you can.

We should each also be contacting our M.P.s to let them know our concerns because if sub-delegation is looming your M.P. will be asked to vote on this.

Thank you so much our numbers inspire me and as we all know wild salmon are running out of time. The full letter and your names is on my www.adopt-a-fry.org website under “The Petition.” If this doesn’t work, please bear with me I am a biologist not a computer whiz and I will get it right.

As one of you wrote:

Thank you to all of us,

Alexandra Morton

 To sign the petition below please go to:
 
 http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=cEkxX3p3MGFBbWNVVGNVU3lxQnBwQmc6MA.. 
 
 Petition to Protect Wild Salmon written by Alexandra Morton
 To: The Fisheries Minister The Honourable Gail Shea and
       Gordon Campbell, Premier of British Columbia
 
 Wild salmon are the backbone of the BC Coast. On February 9, 2009
 BC Supreme Court ruled that salmon farms are a fishery and a federal responsibility.
 The science is in. The feedlot fishery is damaging wild salmon stocks worldwide
 (Ford and Myers 2008). Fraser sockeye and all southcoast BC salmon and
 steelhead are now at risk as a result of the Provincial policy of allowing the
 feedlot fishery to use Canada's most valuable wild salmon habitat .
 
 We the undersigned demand that Fisheries and Oceans Canada
 apply the Fisheries Act to this industry and immediately:
 
  Place observers during feedlot salmon harvest to assess unlawful by-catch;
 
  Examine feedlot salmon as they are cleaned for presence of wild fish in their
     digestive tract;
 
  Licence vessels transporting aquaculture salmon like all other commercial
     fishing vessels;
 
   As per Pacific Fishery Regulation "Prohibited Fishing
      Methods" ban grow lights on fish feedlots to end wild prey species
      attraction into the pens;
 
 - Remove the marine feedlot industry from wild salmon migration routes.
 
 The landmark BC Supreme Court decision states, “The inclusion of fisheries in s.
 91(12) of the Constitution Act, 1867 was a recognition that fisheries, as a national
 resource, require uniformity of the legislation”.
 
 We insist that the Fisheries Act be applied to the salmon feedlot fishery immediately.
 
 Standing by,
