May 5, 2009

Liberals & Conservatives Vote Against Environment

- By Bill Otway

In the April 2009 issue of BCO (BC Outdoors Sport Fishing) we warned readers about the threat being posed by our Federal Government to our historic Canadian Right of Navigation.  I am saddened to tell you that on February 27, both the Federal Conservatives and Liberals got together and passed Bill C10. This so called Budget Act has hidden within it the provisions we told you about that will destroy the Navigable Waters Protection Act and open the door to unrestricted development of our waterways.

Also hidden within this legislation are amendments that would see the Federal Environmental Assessment Act and the Federal Fisheries Act, turned into toothless pieces of paper. Yes that is right, the Liberal party, the party that has been telling us for the last year that they are in fact the real “Green” party, voted to eliminate valid environmental impact reviews of project imparting our fishing and wildlife habitat.

At the same time they voted to remove your right to freely use our navigable streams and rivers, a right every Canadian has held since time immemorial.

This Act now goes before our Senate – the house of sober second thought.  This is your last chance to save the future for our children and grandchildren.  BC has six senators.  Contact them directly to express your concern:  Larry Campbell, info@larrycampbell.ca; Mobina Jaffer, jaffem@sen.parl.gc.ca; Yonah Martin; Nancy Greene; and Richard Neufeld.  The last three do no have a listed e-mail address but you can contact them through the Clerk of the Senate.  Our premier, Gordon Campbell has also been an outspoken supporter of this legislation to take away your right, feel free to contact his office too.

NOTE:  Bill Otway has a column in BC Outdoors magazine www.bcoutdoorsmagazine.com 

