November 4, 2009 Friend of Wild Salmon update:

	Enbridge pipeline would threaten Skeena salmon: Pembina Institute

	A new study from the Pembina Institute outlines how the proposed Enbridge oil sands pipeline would threaten Skeena wild salmon.

The report, Pipelines and Salmon in Northern British Columbia: Potential Impacts, examines how pipeline construction and operations could affect salmon and salmon habitat. The pipelines would cross and in some places run parallel to major salmon rivers in the Skeena, Kitimat and Upper Fraser watersheds, which contain some of the highest quality habitat for wild salmon and steelhead trout in Canada.

"These pipelines are a clear threat to salmon in Northwest British Columbia," said Karen Campbell, Staff Counsel with the Pembina Institute. "Oil from a pipeline spill could enter salmon-bearing waters, where it would linger in riverbeds, logjams and shorelines, releasing toxins for years." 

Download the full report (PDF) from the Pembina Institute website.
"Experience suggests it is not a question of whether a pipeline failure will happen," adds Campbell. "It is a question of when and where - and how badly it will impact the environment."

According to a National Energy Board report, there is an average of one rupture every 16 years for every 1,000 kilometres of pipeline in Canada. The Enbridge oil sands pipelines would operate in areas where avalanches and landslides are regular occurrences, increasing the risk of a failure.

The Pembina Institute has joined Friends of Wild Salmon in calling for a full public inquiry into the proposed Enbridge oil sands pipeline.


