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Union of BC Municipalities passes resolutions against Enbridge pipeline, oil tankers

BC's municipal governments have spoken loudly and clearly in opposition to the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline and oil tanker traffic on BC's North Coast.

Last week hundreds of delegates gathered in Whistler for the Union of BC Municipalities' annual convention. Among the many policy resolutions delegates considered were two resolutions put forward by the Village of Queen Charlotte. The first, B139, called for a legislated ban on oil tanker traffic in BC's northern waters. The second, B140, opposed the transport of tar sands oil through BC by pipeline.

On Friday, delegates passed both resolutions by a significant margin.

"I am overwhelmed and very grateful to the delegates of the UBCM for standing up for coastal communities on an issue that has provincial and national significance," said Leslie Johnson, a councillor with the Village of Queen Charlotte.

"Understanding of the issue is growing, and that is leading to stronger opposition across the province," said Carol Kulesha, Mayor of the Village of Queen Charlotte.

Media coverage of the Enbridge issue at the UBCM convention:
· Read a blog entry on PipeUpAgainstEnbridge.ca about the UBCM convention 

· Read about Carol James and Gordon Campbell's positions on Enbridge in the Globe and Mail article "Proposed oil pipeline heats up jobs-versus-environment debate in B.C." 
· Read about MP Nathan Cullen's reaction to the UBCM vote 

· Read about Prince George Mayor Dan Rogers' reaction to the UBCM vote on Opinion250.com (Have a moment to email Mayor Rogers? Click here) 

· How is Enbridge reacting? Read about it in the Terrace Standard article, "Enbridge criticizes municipal opposition" 

· The two Kitimat councillors attending the convention abstained from the vote. Read about it on the CFTK website. 

BC First Nations Summit passes resolution against Enbridge

The First Nations Summit Chiefs’ Council met last week in North Vancouver and passed a resolution stating that the federal government must not proceed any further with its review of the Enbridge Pipelines project and associated oil supertankers.

The Carrier Sekani nations of Nadleh Whut’en, Nak’azdli, Takla Lake, Saik’uz and Whutsoowhut’en proposed resolution, as the pipelines will run through hundreds of kilometres of their territory. The pipeline and tanker pass through or near the territories of over 50 First Nations. No First Nation in BC supports the project.

Read the Oct. 1 media release from the First Nations Summit.
“The pipelines and tankers, if they are approved, would have major environmental, social, cultural, legal and economic impacts for First Nations all along the route, on the coast, and upstream and downstream of the pipeline,” said Chief Larry Nooski of Nadleh Whut’en First Nation . “If this project is approved, it would risk an oil spill that would destroy our food supply, our livelihoods and our cultures. Our laws tell us we can’t stand by and allow these pipelines and tankers into our territories and waters. All the gathered chiefs of First Nations Summit have stated strongly that our peoples and our laws will have the final say on this.”

 

Alberta First Nations express concerns about Northern Gateway

The Whitefish Lake First Nation, Enoch Cree Nation, Samson Cree Nation, Sucker Creek First Nation, Montana First Nation and Louis Bull Tribe in Alberta are concerned about serious flaws with the regulatory process that is supposed to review the impacts of the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline.

Read the Oct. 1 media release, "First Nation in Alberta Concerned About Impacts of Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline"
The First Nations say that the regulatory panel is assuming that the pipeline in Alberta has less potential for environment impacts than the proposed port facilities in B.C. Enbridge's record does not support this assumption. The company reported more than 600 spills between 1999 and 2008, releasing more than 20 million litres of hydrocarbons.

The First Nations also say that the timelines for the review are too short, it is poorly funded, and that consultation with First Nations won't happen until the end of the process when the review of the project will be practically complete. Enbridge and the regulator have provided roughly half the resources to Alberta First Nations to participate in the review of the project that have been given to BC First Nations. Enbridge has promised economic benefits and work on the pipeline to offset impacts on First Nations but those discussions have been delayed without explanation for more than a year and the regulatory process is already underway.

Chief Jackson of Whitefish Lake First Nation summed up the First Nations' concerns stating: "At this point we have no reason to believe that we will see anything from this project except for more environmental damage in areas where our people hunt, fish and pursue our traditional way of life."
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