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Investigation into Fraser sockeye declines essential despite huge returns
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With millions of fish returning to the Fraser River this summer, there has been some coverage in the mainstream media questioning the value of the Cohen Inquiry now that the "problem" appears to be “solved.” At a glance this seems a fair question, but the media is only simplifying a complex issue since one good year against a decade of decline does not signal recovery.

In fact, the high return suggests the opposite of “problem solved” since it creates even more questions about the predictability, sustainability and management of Fraser sockeye populations. This makes the Cohen Inquiry not only essential but timely.

Read more»
Draft Pacific aquaculture regulations must be amended to prioritize health of wild fish and ecosystems
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The Department of Fisheries and Ocean’s (DFO) first draft of the new Pacific aquaculture regulations offered no improvement in the way open net-cage salmon aquaculture would be practiced in British Columbia. With the first public comment period now over, CAAR hopes that its submission along with those of many others who weighed in over the past two months will result in significant changes that see DFO prioritizing its mandate to protect wild fish and encouraging the transition to closed containment technology.

Read more»
Canadian organic aquaculture standards to be re-drafted based on public input
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A draft standard for Canadian organic aquaculture was released to the public for review and comment over the summer. A mockery of the organic label, the draft allows for the use of pesticides, antibiotics and non-organic feed inputs in the production of farmed fish, including salmon, and if accepted, could undermine confidence in the credibility of all organic labelling.

Read more»
Recent blog posts

· Proposed organic standards for farmed fish fail to reflect the general principles of organic production


· Abundant Fraser sockeye returns in 2010 not a sign of general recovery


· Chemical sea lice treatments on salmon farms and their unknown effects on the ecosystem


· Time for DFO to stand up and deliver 
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