Skeena Quality Waters Strategy Fall Update #1 

Hello everyone,

 

The draft Angling Management Plan, which is part of the Skeena Quality Waters Strategy, is now available at: http://wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/ske/qws/.

 

It is important to note that this is a DRAFT plan and it is crucial that everyone has the information they need to better understand it. Members of the stakeholder-based Working Groups, who helped develop the draft plan in partnership with the Ministry of the Environment, want to hear from all interested parties in the fall consultation process.

 

I will be meeting with local community members from now until November 30 to seek their input on the draft Angling Management Plan. The draft plan addresses angler-use issues during the steelhead sport fishery. 

 

In this Phase II consultation process, we want to know what people like and don't like about the draft Angling Management Plan. We want to know how the plan should be changed to better address the issues that people in the community have raised.

 

There will be a series of sector-based stakeholder meetings held in the communities of Houston, Smithers, Hazelton, Terrace, Kitimat and Prince Rupert. It is important that people have an opportunity to meet in smaller groups of like-minded people so they feel comfortable asking questions and making comments. The following sector groups are proposed:

- Resident anglers (with no economic interests related to steelhead)

- Non-guiding local economy (accommodation and meal providers, bait and tackle stores, etc.)

- Licensed guides

- Elected officials

- Business, economic development and tourism organizations

- Non-residents

The meetings will be held depending on local demand. If you would like to be involved in one of these meetings, please contact me at the address below.

 

The public open houses will be as follows:

 

Public Open House 5:00 - 9:00 pm

Prince Rupert Lester Centre of the Arts Thursday Nov 13, 2008

Kitimat Venue to be announced Friday Nov 14, 2008

Smithers Hudson Bay Lodge Monday Nov 17, 2008

Hazelton Skeena Lions Hall Tuesday Nov 18, 2008

Houston Seniors' Centre Wednesday Nov 19, 2008

 

Public Open House 12:00 - 4 pm

Terrace Best Western Saturday Nov 15, 2008

 

You will have a variety of different ways to find out more about the draft plan and let us know what you think. These include:

- Sectoral stakeholder meetings

- Public Open Houses (advertised extensively in local papers and promoted through other media channels)

- Online Response Form (coming soon on the website; also available at the public meetings)

- Website (wlapwww.gov.bc.ca/ske/qws/)

- Email and telephone

 

Please note that the deadline for all comments on the draft Angling Management Plan, including completing the online Response Form, is November 30, 2008.

 

Non-guided, non-resident steelhead anglers are key drivers in the local economy, staying at local bed and breakfasts, lodges and campgrounds, eating at area restaurants and buying supplies at bait and tackle stores. The draft Angling Management Plan strives to create a balance between resident angling opportunities and other economic activities connected to the steelhead sport fishery.

 

The volunteer Working Groups and the Ministry of Environment clearly want to ensure the draft Angling Management Plan address local economic concerns, First Nation values, resident angling issues, and other community interests. The Working Groups will carefully review the recommended management options based on the feedback obtained through the fall consultation process. Options will be revised where appropriate and then forwarded as recommendations to the Director of Fish and Wildlife. These recommendations will be carefully reviewed by the director to ensure they balance all the different community interests.

 

I look forward to seeing you in the community to discuss the draft Angling Management Plan further with you.

 

Alan Dolan

Facilitator

Skeena Quality Waters Strategy

adolan@islandnet.com
250-478-8056

 

 

*******************************************************************************

BACKGROUND

 

For years, people have told the Ministry of Environment that waters in the Skeena River system have persistent steelhead angler-use issues -- crowding, disproportionate numbers of non-resident anglers or guided anglers, lack of opportunities for resident anglers, illegal guiding, and poor angler etiquette - leading to a degraded quality of angling experience. Spring 2008 consultations confirmed these concerns about angler use on a number of waters in the Skeena River watershed.

 

In response to these concerns, the ministry implemented the Quality Waters Strategy on the Skeena River and its major tributaries. The Quality Water Strategy is a process to develop a draft Angling Management Plan on priority waters of the Skeena River watershed.

 

In the spring, I heard from hundreds of people at stakeholder and public meetings, via email and telephone calls and through the results of a Response Form that was distributed on the website and at public meetings. Community members raised several key issues that the draft Angling Management Plan needed to address:

- Overcrowding on certain waters at certain times

- Large numbers of non-guided, non-resident anglers contributing to overcrowding

- Importance of non-guided, non-resident anglers to the local economy

- Need for more resident opportunities to fish for steelhead

 

The Phase I Consultation Report provided the necessary input from all community interests for members of three stakeholder-based Working Groups to help develop the draft Angling Management Plan.

 

The information collected during the Phase II consultation process will be assessed by the Working Groups in early 2009 in order to help finalize the draft Angling Management Plan and forward it to the Director of Fish and Wildlife at the Ministry of Environment as recommendations for his consideration.

