Skeena Quality Waters Strategy Update #6 – December 15, 2008
To: All stakeholders

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who  
participated in the consultation process since the release of the  
draft Angling Management Plan on October 17, 2008. Your ideas on what  
you like about the draft plan, what you don't like, and most  
importantly the solutions you have offered are greatly appreciated  
and fundamental to the success of this process.

Significant concerns were raised about the draft Angling Management  
Plan and the provincial Quality Waters Strategy process. The Ministry  
of Environment and the Regional Committee that oversees the Quality  
Waters Strategy in Skeena Region are committed to the development of  
a draft Angling Management Plan that carefully considers all  
interests. Further work will be necessary to develop solutions and  
achieve balance amongst all stakeholders.

During the Phase II Consultation, which ended on November 30, 2008,  
there were 28 stakeholder meetings with 224 people attending and six  
Public Open Houses with 145 in attendance in the communities of  
Prince Rupert, Kitimat, Terrace, Hazelton, Smithers and Houston. More  
than 350 emails with comments have been received and 445 Response  
Forms were completed either online or at the Public Open Houses.

The information documented during stakeholder meetings and Public  
Open Houses, the email comments, and results of the Response Forms  
will be summarized in a Phase II Consultation Report. This report  
will provide critical information for the Working Groups to consider  
when revising the draft Angling Management Plan. An email  
notification will be sent when this report is available.

The Ministry of Environment and the Regional Committee are reviewing  
all relevant information and will provide an update on the process  
and next steps when the Phase II Consultation Report is released in  
late January 2009.
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