Save Our Rivers

Urge Senate to Reject Unacceptable Weakening of our Navigable Waters Protection Act
Originally enacted in Canada in 1882, the principles of the Navigable Waters Protection Act have much deeper roots that can be traced all the way back to the Magna Carta. While proponents of changing this venerable law argue it's old and needs updating, the reality is it has stood the test of time - with good reason - and helped protect not only navigation rights, but our treasured environment. It has helped make possible today a thriving, sustainable eco-tourism industry and the right for all Canadians to recreate themselves amongst our spectacular wilderness.

These changes - proposed without any consultation with the public or First Nations - include:

- The removal of the four named works (bridges, causeways, dams, and booms) as obstructions to navigation


- Giving the Minister the power to create “classes of works” and “classes of navigable waters” – ie: separating them into “major” and “minor” categories


- Giving the Minister sole discretion in determining what constitutes
“significant interference with navigation” 

These unacceptable changes to the laws and values that have protected our rivers and streams for ages are designed in part to facilitate the privatization and destruction of BC's invaluable watersheds for private profit under the Campbell private energy plan. In fact, the Premier would go even further than emasculating the Navigable Waters Protection Act , pushing instead for its complete elimination. As the BC kayakers who have relied on NWPA to help protect their rivers and streams from private power proposals can attest, it is no coincidence that these proposed changes arise precisely at the time hundreds of BC's rivers have are being given away for private power production. We
see Gordon Campbell's private energy plan and these federal changes to NWPA as inextricable related - and it is is essential for all British Columbians and Canadians and the environment they cherish to put a stop to both.

CBC news story (video): 

http://www.fpinfomart.ca/doc/video/clip%7C145685%7C3790266%7Csv%7Cvcbc%7C13187%7C7079%7C20090310013700%7C842796652/5/

This story on the Save Our Rivers site: 

http://saveourrivers.ca/latest-news-mainmenu-38/314-nwpa-3

10,000 Voices for BC Rivers 

On March 26th, join thousands of British Columbians in standing up for our wild rivers. An effort organized by the Western Canada Wilderness Committee. Read about it at http://tenthousandvoices.org/

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. Slams B.C.'s Run-of-River "Gold Rush"

Article by Travis Lupick in the _Georgia Straight_:

http://www.straight.com/article-204893/robert-f-kennedy-jr-slams-bcs-runofriver-gold-rush
