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The photo of the week shows "splash" Gord McKean, pro guide for Westcoast Fishing Adventures with a nice wild Steelhead landed this spring on a "secret" river. Photo courtesy of Gill McKean  
Noel Gyger - WEEKLY FISHING REPORTS for Smithers, Terrace, Kitimat and Prince Rupert
February 28 to March 7, 2010
Number 163 

 

Dear Fishing Friends:
SUMMARY:  Weather is good. Spring is well on its way. More anglers are fishing for Cutthroat Trout, Dolly Varden Char and Steelhead using fly, spin and conventional gear. The water is extremely low.  The fish are spooked so a stealthy approach is needed to catch them.  Using smaller terminal tackle is a good idea also.  The lower end of the Zymoetz (Copper) River is fishing good for Steelhead and Trout.  The Kalum River is fishing fair for Steelhead but you have to work hard to find them.  Trout fishing is slow.  It is mostly walk and wade as the water is too low for a jet boat.  The Kitimat River is in good shape and fishing fair for Cutthroat Trout.  The odd Steelhead is being caught also.  Check out the Ron Wakita report below.  Winter Chinook fishing in the Kitimat Harbour and Douglas Channel is poor right now and is weather dependent. Winter ocean Chinook fishing in Prince Rupert is good when the weather is good.  Check out the Jeff Carlson report below. The Smithers anglers are itching to fish for Steelhead.  Check out the Cory Koenig report below.  Jason Munday in Terrace reports a few Steelhead landed on the Kalum River and enjoys a day fly fishing with his son Aaron.  Check out his report below. The main stem Skeena river is getting some action for Steelhead.  The water is coming up and the fish are moving.  There is a possibility to hook a Chinook also. The fishing guides are preparing to start their season on March 15 on the Kalum River.  Guiding is allowed on the Kalum River from March 15 to October 15.    

Have “YOU” entered the following draw yet?  Thank you to those who have...  
[image: image2.jpg]WIN A FREE DRIFTBOAT TRIP

SIGN UP YOUR FRIENDS, FAMILY and FISHING PARTNERS
for the WEEKLY FISHING REPORT

And WIN & EREE Driftbot ishing trp for 3 down the Kitimat River

“The one day Driftbost fishing i provided by Reliable Guide and Charters and is
for the 2010 fishing season. The LUCKY WINNER will b drawn on Apel 0, 2010,

E-mail




                              

Cast on link to view full size http://www.noelgyger.ca/articles/win-a-FREE-driftboat-fishing-trip.doc?
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                                                                     7 " mini DVD player with over 100 fishing clips playing
 

This display is at Fish Tales Tackle Shop in Terrace BC. You all are invited to stop by and watch the fishing shows and big screen slide show and have a coffee.  AND sign up for another FREE guided drift boat trip on the Kitimat River this spring.  

With the participation of some of the Best Dealers (Tackle Shops) in the Northwest I have distributed DVD players and Video clips featuring the Best Fishing in the Northwest highlighting several of the Best Guides and Charters in the Northwest using a variety of the Best Fishing Products on the Market today. The dealers that have the DVD players are: Home Hardware in Kitimat, J&E Tackle and Hunting Shop in Prince Rupert, Oscars Source for Sports in Smithers and Fish Tales Tackle Shop in Terrace.  Please visit these shops to watch the shows.
LIST OF “New” ITEMS POSTED ON THE WEBSITE THIS WEEK: 

- One New item posted on "Conservation" Mar 6/10 
 

NOW BOOKING for 2010:  Let me know if I can be of service to book you with the "best" fishing guide and/or fishing lodges for both river and ocean. There are NO extra charges to book through me, just a lot of free information and advice from a person with years and years of fishing and fish guiding experience. It is like hiring two guides for the price of one. I will promptly answer your questions and concerns. Cast here http://noelgyger.ca/special-guided.htm  to read more of what I have to offer.

*** Don’t miss the opportunity to be guided for Steelhead on the Kalum River the last two weeks in March 2010.  Season opener begins March 15th.  Please contact me for details... Limited spots available...
Many people book three trips per year to our area; one trip in the spring (March-April-May), one trip in the summer (June-July-August) and one trip in the fall (September-October-November).  They love having the same guide but fishing for different fish in different areas. 

 

Be sure to check out my website at www.noelgyger.ca for news bulletins, mid week fishing updates, conservation, my history, quality waters strategy, special guided fishing trips, video clips, podcasts, scenic river photos, wildlife photos and others, comments from past guests, informational articles, archived fishing reports from 1996 through 2002 and a sportfishing market place.  I hope it meets with your entire satisfaction.  I am at your service.

FISHING GUIDE REPORTS FOR THIS WEEK ARE FROM:
Ron Wakita, Gord McKean, Ariel Kuppers, Dustin Kovacvich and Rodney Proskiw 
CURRENT REPORT and summary for Skeena and Tributaries:  
Type of fish caught:  Steelhead, Trout and Dolly Varden Char for river. Salmon, Halibut, Bottom Fish and Dungeness Crab for ocean.     
 

Thank you for using barbless hooks! (This is a BC fishing regulation)

FISHING THIS WEEK:  GOOD
LARGEST FISH OF THE WEEK:  River: 12-pound Steelhead landed by Gord McKean.  Ocean: 13-pound ocean winter Chinook landed by Wes Owen.         
 

Weather:  Cloudy with sunny periods. 40 percent chance of wet flurries or rain showers. Windy. High plus 4. Sunrise 7:09 AM Sunset 6:21 PM. Today’s yearly average temperatures: Maximum 6 degrees. Minimum - 2 degrees.

 

WEATHER REPORTS VIA TELEPHONE:  Terrace 250-635-4192 Kitimat 250-632-7864 Prince Rupert 250-627-1155 Smithers 250-847-1958.
 

Skeena River:  More and more anglers are fishing the mainstem Skeena River for Steelhead.  Some folks have been having great success.  The water has come up a little bit which should move in more Steelhead and Chinook, yes I said Chinook.
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Skeena River height: http://scitech.pyr.ec.gc.ca/waterweb/fullgraph.asp 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO): Tyee Test Fishery for the Skeena River.

Kalum River:  Since the weather is good more anglers are heading out to try their luck fishing for Trout and Steelhead.  Anglers are reminded of a bait ban January 1 to March 15.  Fishing has been reported as fair.  The water is very low and the fish are spooked in the shallow sections.  Try to fish in the deep cut-banks. Trout fishing has been OK...but has really slowed down...as a result of the bait ban.
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I got out fishing (walk and wade) on the Kalum River for a few hours yesterday.  Water was too low to use my jet boat.  Not very lucky, I lost one Steelhead but may have touched a couple others.  I was float fishing with a Shimano Calcutta 400B level wind reel and the rod was a G.Loomis GL2 STR 1265C / 10' 6" MED-HEAVY MODERATE ACTION 8 -17 lb 3/3-1 oz.  A little heavier rod and reel than needed but Chinook have been known to come in this early.  My line was 20 lb Berkley Big Game.  My terminal tackle was 15 lb Maxima leader bright red corky and white wool, Gamakatsu size one hook, barb pinched down.  6" orange top and black body Gibbs float.
Zymoetz (COPPER) RIVER:   Steelhead fishing is reported as fair.  The upper section is closed as of December 31 but the lower section below the first canyon will stay open for the winter Steelheaders to enjoy.
Fishing Report from:  Ron Wakita of Reliable Guide and Charters, Kitimat BC
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‘CLICK for in-store.
FISHING FLYER



Cast on link below to view New! flyer: http://www.noelgyger.ca/images/Instore_Flyer_Oct_2009.pdf 

KITIMAT RIVER:  The Kitimat River continues to produce lots of Trout but with the Kitimat River water level really low the Trout are grouped up in the deeper pockets. Float fishing worms and Fly Fishing are the most popular methods of fishing for Trout on the Kitimat River. Minnow patterns and Leech are the more popular fly patterns being used.
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Mar 3 Ariel landed 2 Dolly Varden with his Fly Rod using Berkley's Power Bait 3" Worm threaded above the Fly Hook.  Not the conventional fly but Ariel says, "The Trout love them!".  Ariel has adapted a 3" Power Bait worm threaded on his leader above the fly hook to cast with his Fly Rod.  Ariel has been hooking a bunch of Kitimat River Trout with his new technique.

 

[image: image12.jpg]


  [image: image13.jpg]


   
 

Mar 5 Ariel landed 5 Dolly Varden and 4 Cutthroat in the upper Kitimat River.  Ariel was using his favorite Berkley 3" Power Bait worm with his Dragonfly Fly Rod and Dragonfly Fly Reel. Well done Ariel!

 

Mar 6 Trent Vines landed an 8lb Steelhead on a Fly in the lower Kitimat River.  He also landed 8 Trout with his Fly Rod.  Trent was using a Leech pattern.  Congratulations Trent!

 

Summary: The Kitimat River will continue to produce Dolly Varden and Cutthroat Trout throughout March.  When we receive milder weather and an early winter break up, usually Steelhead season starts earlier.  We received some rain this week and with a bump in water levels we received more reports of anglers hooking or seeing the odd Steelhead.

 

DOUGLAS CHANNEL:   The Kitimat Harbour is producing the odd Feeder Chinook but the Spring Feeder Chinook Fishery has not been as good as we had hoped.  The Herring continue to "show and go" in the Kitimat Harbour but they have not yet stayed for any extended length of time to keep the Winter Chinook in the harbour. Many boaters are focusing their efforts on Dungeness Crab and are doing very well. 
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Mar 5 Wes Owen snuck out into the Kitimat Harbour for a couple of hours to do a little Crabbing and some Winter Chinook Fishing. Wes landed a 13lb Winter Chinook and caught 6 Crab. Wes was trolling with a Gibbs Highliner Flasher UV, Green Stripe and a Purple True Roll Lure.  
 

My cousin Mike and his son Tyler are in our area for the weekend. Tyler is participating in the Northern B.C Games in Judo.  Mike asked me if I could arrange to get some Crab and Captain Wes delivered  6 Crab and a fresh Winter Chinook.  Congratulations to Wes and Thank You for making Mike and Tyler's trip in the Northwest an appetizing one.
 

Spring has arrived earlier than normal in the Kitimat area so River and Saltwater anglers have been able to get an earlier start to their seasons.  When the Herring start to Spawn in the Harbour the Feeder Chinook should improve.  The Dungeness Crabbing will be popular and productive and King Crab are already showing.
 

Special Report: Ariel Kuppers and Eric Neidert hooked 2 Steelhead on the Copper River.  Ariel landed the Steelhead that he hooked but Eric lost his. Congratulations Guys!
 

Thank You to everyone who has provided info or photos for this Fishing Report.

 

PS: We are booking for the 2010 Fishing Season.  Please contact Noel noel@noelgyger.ca
 

Fishing Report from: Gill McKean, Westcoast Fishing Adventures, Terrace, BC
 

Hello Noel just got back from Oregon. I had the opportunity to fish the Clackamas River with Jake & Roger from Clackacraft drift boats as well as Nick Amato from Salmon Trout Steelheader Magazine, we had a blast.  The weather was incredible. We managed to hook 3 Steelhead between 6 and 8 pounds, it is a beautiful river. I am home now and done with long distance road trips for this year! 
 

The weather has been very warm. Gord has been out on the water and has reported hooking good numbers of Steelhead on a couple of unnamed rivers swinging a string leech with a light sink tip as the water has been low. The photo attached (see photo of the week above) is of Splash Gordon with One of his Fine Steelhead caught this week... Stay tuned, the water will bump and the Steelhead will be on the move. Seems to be good numbers of fish holding in the Skeena down river from the hog line. 

Well that's all for now.

Gill McKean, Westcoast Fishing Adventures
Fishing is our addiction – Guiding is our passion 
             Adventure is in our blood 
 

Fishing Report from: Dustin Kovacvich, Nicholas Dean Lodge, Terrace BC
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Hi, Noel Spring Steelhead season is upon us early this year with some fresh fish showing up in the Lower Skeena Watershed, Lower Nass Watershed, Kitimat and Coastal Streams. Trout fishing should also be picking up any day with warming trends helping the salmon fry hatch out early this year, I have seen a few coming out already. It should be a superb Spring Season with moderate water levels from a smaller than average snow pack and mild conditions keeping the rivers warmer than usual for this time of year.
I have attached a photo of a small stream steelhead.
Cheers,
Dustin Kovacvich
 

Fishing Report from:  J & E Tackle Shop, Prince Rupert BC 
 
Hi Noel, Jeff is away on business, so I am honoured to cover for him. We need to keep the fishing report from Prince Rupert current.

 
This week began with some stellar weather here on the North Coast so myself and some buddies took the boat out for a trip to our usual summer fishing grounds( a feat that we have never been able to do in the winter) Although the trip was great we found out why you don't fish those spots in the winter. There are no fish there!!! So back we came to our regular winter spots and Shabam! The biggest winter Chinook I have ever seen. Trolling about 15' deep with a purple haze micro flasher in front of an anchovies in a glow green teaser head was more than the big bruiser could pass up. The fight was on in very close quarters and we brought him to the boat several times . The guy on the net (yours truly) just couldn't finish the job and "smiley" returned to the depths no worse for wear.
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Prawn Trap on Sale for $39.95    Combo Rod and Reel on SALE now!

Click here to view the New! Instore Flyer
At the end of the afternoon we stopped to pick up our lone crab pot that we had soaked for about 5 hours just to have a taste of these wonderful crustaceans. "come on you old fart" my buddy said as our partner was struggling to retrieve the trap. No wonder, There was 26 large male Dungeness crabs in that one pot!!! It broke my heart to have to return 8 beautiful specimens to the ocean floor but life could be worse.
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Haul of Dungeness Crab               Penn Fishing Reels www.purefishing.com 

From now forward the fishing in the Prince Rupert area will continue to get stronger so for a break from winter come out this way and enjoy a day on the water while everyone else is sitting in front of the T.V.

Sincerely, Rodney Proskiw
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  Captain Rodney Proskiw Fishin'Rods Charters
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 Captain Jeff Carlson BC STYLE Fishing Charters
 

To book your charter for Winter Chinook onboard the Trish-Anne please contact Jeff Carlson of BC STYLE Fishing Charters www.bcstylefishingcharters.com
Prince Rupert Weather: http://www.theweathernetwork.com/weather/cabc0236 

Prince Rupert Tide Charts:

http://www.waterlevels.gc.ca/cgi-bin/tide-shc.cgi?queryType=showFrameset&zone=18&language=english&region=1&stnnum=9354
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   www.bcstylefishingcharters.com
Thanks. Jeff Carlson – owner
Fishing Report from:  Fish Tales Tackle Shop, Terrace BC
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Good day Noel! Well Noel last Saturday I was able to get out there myself and do a little fly fishing. I went down to the Lakelse River with my son to try our luck. The water level was much lower than normal which made it a bit challenging but very rewarding. I caught a nice cutty on my Sage 480-4 ZXL rod, Scientific Angler WF4 line. I had a Dragonfly 5X tapered leader with a fry guy attached to that.  Made the day just perfect. My son Aaron was introduced to fly fishing for the first time so we had a great time! I am sure the river will pick up when the ice is off the lake and the level comes up a bit. Happy Fishing to all from Fish Tales Fly & Tackle Shop!
 
Cheers! 

Jason Munday

[image: image26.jpg]250.635-5661

jason@fishtalesterrace.com




Everyone is invited to check out our New! instore flyer http://www.noelgyger.ca/ads/fish-tales-instore-flyer.pdf  Out of town orders are always welcome.  Come in for a coffee anytime.

Fishing Report from:  Cory Koenig of Webflyz, Smithers BC
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SQUIDGIE TUBE!  (Spring Salmon and Tarpon love this one!)

Cory Koenig is taking custom fly orders for any species now at www.webflyz.com
 

Highest Quality, Durable, and Competitively Priced Flies for any Species!
 
Hello Noel, Spring is near! Many people getting ready for the Oolichan arrival, and all the fish species that follow.
http://www.webflyz.com/fishing-resources/fly-talk.html is where you can view the GOLD, SILVER, and BRONZE medal flies!
Nothing much to report, except I am sure everyone is tying flies these days for a great anticipated spring steelhead trip very soon! 

There is some great opportunities to ice-fish for large char in the Smithers/Houston area though, eating most any baitfish imitations you may have! Check out GUMMY MINNOWS for great success, especially for sea-run trout! 

Babine Lake has provided some decent char and rainbow trout ice fishing, although the ice is becoming submerged with water. Many small lakes around Tukkii Lodge and the Nilkitkwa road and the entire Babine Lake road leading up to Babine Lake are filled with an abundance of cutthroat and rainbows. Weather has been very good for ice fishing this past week, but getting anglers out there is a different story. We have an abundance of fishing opportunities in the Bulkley Valley, time to take advantage!  Spring is near, and many anglers are very itchy for spring steelhead fishing! 
... Need CHAR catching flies? Then look at webflyz.com or give me a call 1-250-877-2021 or, ...if you are in need of lures or anything else for ice-fishing, contact Steve Hidber at Oscar's Source for Sports.
 

Anticipation is definitely on spring fishing in the Terrace area for steelhead. Many new anglers/customers are asking about this years steelhead fishing in our beautiful province! 
Do you need to top up your fly box?!?! Sick of tying flies yourself? Check out Webflyz B.C.! Any flies can be custom made for your specific fishing situation, and very reasonably priced!
 

Contact Cory at WEBFLYZ B.C. www.webflyz.com  for ice-fishing flies and more. 
 

Check newly added fly photos at www.webflyz.com or... if you are planning a trip to hotter destinations like Belize, Mexico, Bahamas, or even the Cayman Islands check out WEBFLYZ B.C.'s website for select boxed flies that are working for many anglers right now!!! Bonefish and Stripers are sought after at the moment! From Steelhead to Stripers, Salmon to Sailfish, this fishing year has already begun in some of the warmer states!

Check your 2009-2011 Freshwater fishing Regulations synopsis for all details concerning B.C. Lakes and upcoming spring/summer steelhead fishing in Region 6.
 

Good luck everyone. Yours sincerely, Cory Koenig
PRODUCT PROFILE   Simms  www.simmsfishing.com
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® THE CHOICE OF PROFESSIONAL GUIDES WORLDWIDE www.simmsfishing.com
Simms Philosophy
Wherever you fish, you’re going to find fishing guides.  And wherever you find fishing guides, you’re going to find Simms.  Guides need gear that is functional, innovative and can withstand whatever abuse they put it through. What does that mean to someone who’s not a professional guide? Anything that’s designed to meet the performance needs of guides is gear you can count on. Simms. The choice of professional guides. And anyone else who lives to fish.

Simms is a fishing company. We have enjoyed success by staying true to the original visions of our company by building the highest quality products to keep our customers dry, comfortable and protected from elements in any fishing conditions. We work with the best materials suppliers in the world in our commitment to make high performance, technical clothing and outerwear.

We’re the only wader manufacturer in the US, and one of three worldwide that is licensed by W.L. Gore & Associates, Inc. to make GORE-TEX® waders. We compete through innovation and quality. Our staff is largely comprised of committed anglers who understand the importance of quality, dependable fishing gear. They use our products all the time, and contribute significantly to our continuous improvement efforts.
Simms in the Northwest:  City Centre Hardware and Sporting Goods in Kitimat, Oscars Source for Sports in Smithers and Fish Tales Tackle Shop in Terrace BC  www.simmsfishing.com 

Area River Records:  Chinook Salmon: Skeena River, 92.5-pounds; Kalum River, 85-pounds; Kitimat River, 74-pounds; Steelhead:  Skeena River, 45-pounds; Coho Salmon: Skeena River, 27-pounds. 
Area River Records:  Chinook Salmon: Skeena River, 92.5-pounds; Kalum River, 85-pounds; Kitimat River, 74-pounds; Steelhead:  Skeena River, 45-pounds; Coho Salmon: Skeena River, 27-pounds.
FISHING REGULATIONS WEBSITES:
2009-2011 BC tidal waters and non-tidal (Federal) Salmon fishing information:

www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/recfish 

Effective April 1, 2009 to March 31, 2011

 

2009-2011 Freshwater (Provincial) Fishing Regulations Synopsis:

www.env.gov.bc.ca/fw/fish 
Effective April 1, 2009 to March 31, 2011 (Note: regs good for two years)

GUEST FISHING PHOTOS:
*** If any of you have special fishing photos, testimonials, scenic river photos, wildlife photos or articles I would love to see them.
Catch & Release formula:  

- Chinook:  girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000 (inches) 

- Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches
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  Fiberglass fish reproductions   

This 42 x 23.5 inch Steelhead was estimated to weigh 30-pounds.  There are many sizes and positions available, and pretty much any species.  Call Carey Braun anytime at 250-639-3769 and he will be happy to build one for you. Yes, that’s Carey in the photo. Place your order NOW 

WIN a FREE one day DRIFT BOAT FISHING TRIP down the Kitimat River for three people by signing-up your friends, family and fishing partners for my WEEKLY FISHING REPORT. This trip is supplied by Reliable Guide and Charters and is for the 2010 season. The LUCKY WINNER will be drawn on April 30, 2010. Cast to this link to open a form showing how to enter names. Send the completed form via e-mail or postal mail. When I receive it I will reply confirming your name is entered into the draw - GOOD LUCK

MARKETPLACE   Sportfishing related items only please. Contact me anytime to list your items.  There is no charge for this service.

  
Buy, sell, trade or swap your item or items by listing them here today 

Your Ad will receive LOCAL, REGIONAL, NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL exposure: 

                     Your Ad will be posted on my website  

                     Your Ad will be promoted in my Weekly Fishing Reports 

                     Your Ad will be posted on other websites who host my fishing reports
Examples of what to list:  Boats and accessories, Motors, Vehicles, Air Craft, Rods, Reels, Tackle, Real Estate (i.e. fishing lodge), Rentals (Cabins Cottages), Lakeshore, Tourist accommodation, ATV, RV's, RV sites, Taxidermy, Books, Magazines, Videos, Photographs, Antiques, Artwork, Clothing, Employment, Trade/Swap and Wanted, Help Wanted, etc. 

  

To view the items currently listed please cast to:  http://www.noelgyger.ca/market-place.htm 

To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORT and PHOTO via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to:  Noel Gyger noel@noelgyger.ca
 

GOOD LUCK and GOOD FISHING!

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Noel F. Gyger


Guided Fishing Adventures and Weekly Fishing Report
4012 Best Street, Terrace BC V8G 5R8, Canada

Tel/Fax: (250) 635-2568

Cell: (250) 631-2678

E-mail: noel@noelgyger.ca 

Home Page: www.noelgyger.ca 

Fishing Reports: www.noelgyger.ca/past-fishing-reports.htm 
Sign-up for Weekly Fishing Report: www.noelgyger.ca/subscribers_form.htm  for Smithers, Terrace, Kitimat and Prince Rupert, BC Canada
RECORD SALMON & STEELHEAD Spin or fly-fishing

RIVER, LAKE, STREAM or OCEAN!!!




Follow Noel Gyger updates on Twitter: http://twitter.com/guided_fishing
