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The photo of the week shows Anita Oliveira with a nice Kitimat River Coho (Silver) Salmon.  Anita was fishing with her friend Mike Herzberg in his drift boat this fall. Photo by Mike Herzberg 
================================
Noel Gyger – Guided Fishing Adventures and Weekly Fishing Report
4012 Best Street, Terrace BC V8G 5R8, Canada

Tel/Fax: (250) 635-2568

Cell: (250) 631-2678

E-mail: noel@noelgyger.ca
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RECORD SALMON & STEELHEAD Spin or fly-fishing

RIVER, LAKE, STREAM or OCEAN!!!
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Noel Gyger - WEEKLY FISHING REPORT dated October 5 – October 12, 2008


                             (Number 92) 

 

Dear Fishing Friends: 
SUMMARY:   It rained near the beginning of the week but the weather has improved. Just about all of the rivers are in good fishable shape for both Steelhead and Coho.  When it did rain a good portion of it stayed on the mountain tops as snow. With the cooler fall weather upon us the angling pressure is less. The big Skeena River is a bit slow for “summer-run” Steelhead as most of the runs are now into their home tributary rivers. The fall and winter runs are still coming in. Coho fishing on the main stem remains good. The Kalum is consistent for Steelhead fishing with some guided guests hooking and landing two Steelhead per day on the fly rod. Coho fishing is average so far for this year. The big northerns are coming in now. The Kalum River closes to guiding on October 15. The Kasiks and Exchamsiks are fishing fair for Coho.  The Zymoetz (Copper) River has been fishing well.  The fly guys have been very happy as they still have a chance to hook a Steelhead on a dry fly. The Kitimat River Coho fishing is peaking. Many of the fish are in their spawning colours. Coho closes to angling on October 31.  Please check out the Ron Wakita detailed report below.  This week I have added reports for Nass tributary rivers.
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Chad Black releasing a Skeena River trib wild Steelhead he landed on October 5, 2008. Cast here to watch the clip: Video Clip 0054 Chad Black early fall Steelhead New Oct 7/08
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Skeena River water heights October 5 to October 12. 

LIST OF “New” ITEMS POSTED ON THE WEBSITE THIS WEEK: 
· one New item posted on "Conservation"                             October 11/08 
· one New item posted on "Conservation"                             October 10/08 

· one New item posted on "Special Guided Fishing Trips"   October 9/08 

· one New item posted on "Conservation"                             October 7/08 

· one New video clip posted on "Video Clips"                        October 7/08 

NOW BOOKING FOR 2008 and 2009   Let me know if I can be of service to book you with the "best" fishing guide and/or fishing lodges for both river and ocean.  There are NO extra charges to book through me, just a lot of free information and advice from a person with years and years of fishing and fish guiding experience.  It is like hiring two guides for the price of one. I will promptly answer your questions and concerns. Cast here http://noelgyger.ca/special-guided.htm  to read more of what I have to offer.  
Many people book three trips per year to our area; one trip in the spring (March-April-May), one trip in the summer (June-July-August) and one trip in the fall (September-October-November).  They love having the same guide but fishing for different fish in different areas. 

 

Be sure to check out my website at www.noelgyger.ca for news bulletins, mid week fishing updates, conservation, my history, quality waters strategy, special guided fishing trips, video clips, scenic river photos, wildlife photos and others, comments from past guests, informational articles, archived fishing reports from 1996 through 2002 and a sportfishing market place.  I hope it meets with your entire satisfaction.

FISHING GUIDE REPORTS FOR THIS WEEK ARE FROM:
Ron Wakita
Chad Black

Tracey Hittel

Randy Marshall

CURRENT REPORT and summary for Skeena and Tributaries:  
Type of fish caught:   Steelhead, Coho and Trout for river. Coho, Halibut, Bottom Fish and Dungeness Crab for ocean.     
 

Thank you for using barbless hooks. 

FISHING THIS WEEK:
	POOR
	FAIR
	GOOD
	EXCELLENT

	  
	 
	(
	   


LARGEST FISH OF THE WEEK:  Specie: 15-pound Coho.  Angler: Randy Marshall.   Where: Kalum River.               

 

Weather:  Cloudy with 60 percent chance of showers. Fog patches dissipating this morning. High 9. High 9.  Region normal:  Max. Temp. 11 degrees C.  Min. Temp. 4 degrees C.  Sunrise 7:58 AM Sunset 6:44 PM 
 

WEATHER REPORTS VIA TELEPHONE:  Environment Canada taped messages constantly updated, giving current conditions and three-day forecasts.  Terrace 250-635-4192 Kitimat 250-632-7864 Prince Rupert 250-627-1155 Smithers 250-847-1958.
 
For current Terrace weather information please cast on:

http://www.theweathernetwork.com/weather/cities/can/pages/CABC0292.htm?ref=wxbtnold 

 

WATER CONDITIONS:  Skeena is in good shape.  The Zymoetz (Copper) River is in good shape. The Kalum, Kitimat and smaller coastal streams are also in good shape. 
 

current water heights FOR:
 

sKEENA rIVER: 
http://scitech.pyr.ec.gc.ca/waterweb/fullgraph.asp?stnid=08EF001 

 

KITIMAT RIVER:
http://scitech.pyr.ec.gc.ca/waterweb/fullgraph.asp?stnid=08FF002 

 
Note:  It is always a good idea to check for “IN SEASON” changes to fishing regulations.   http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/recfish/Freshwater/region6_e.htm 
Skeena River:  is normal height and in good shape. The water has been dropping just about all week. Fishing for Steelhead remains only “fair” as most of the summer-run fish have already gone through. The fall Steelhead will be coming next with most of them heading for the Kalum River. Coho fishing can still be very good in the lower river.  The big Northerns are coming in now.  Coho fishing up river will be slower as most of the fish are already in their tributary rivers.
Kalum River:  The water is normal height and in good shape. Good numbers of Steelhead and Coho (Silver) Salmon are coming in now.  Some Coho have already moved through the river and Mud Lake and are staging in the Kalum Lake waiting for higher water to head up into their tributary rivers.  A good portion of the run will stay back and spawn in the main stem river.  These tend to be the larger fish we locals call the “Northerns”.  A Coho weighing over 20-pounds is not uncommon.  Fishing for Coho closes October 31. 
I fished with Randy Marshall on October 8th.  We hooked about eight Coho and landed three, two bright females and one “fire engine” male.  We tried for Steelhead but didn’t hook any.  The Steelhead are holding in different water than are the Coho. One needs to decide which one to target.  Jumping around from one to the other is not really a good idea.  

This is a Classified River year round and can be guided from March 15 through October 15 only.  The Steelhead record is 32-pounds.  To see a photo of this fish cast to: http://noelgyger.ca/records/Record003.jpg The angler is Dennis Therrien.

Kasiks River:  Lots of Coho are in now.  Water heights have been good just about all week. 
EXCHAMSIKS RIVER:  Lots of Coho are in now but most are a long way up river.  They like to gather in the big pools higher up and finding those pools takes a lot of work and a lot of running around in a jet boat.  Sometimes, depending on how much rain we get, they move even higher up river to where jet boats cannot go. 
EXSTEW RIVER:  The water is normal height but a little clouded up at times.  Sometimes this is a big advantage as the Coho do not spook when the water is this way. 
Zymoetz (Copper) River:  When the water is in shape lots of Steelhead are being caught with both the fly and spin rod.
KINCOLITH RIVER:  Coho should be coming in on high tides and should be dispersed throughout the whole river.  With each high water the fish move further up the river.

 

ISHKHEENICKH RIVER: This is a fantastic river for Coho this time of year.  The water needs to be rising and falling to keep the fish moving up river. 

 

MEZIADIN RIVER:   Both Steelhead and Coho can be hooked on the same day plus numerous local trout and Dolly Varden char.  To clarify: Fishing for Steelhead and Salmon are only allowed at the very low end of the river below the boundary sign (you are actually fishing the clean seam of the Meziadin River in the Nass River).  Trout fishing is available throughout the whole river and lake.  Please check the fishing regulations. 

 

The fall colours in the Nass and trib region are absolutely beautiful this time of year.  Cast to http://www.noelgyger.ca/for-sale-videos-dvd-photos.htm view some of the scenic photos. 

 

In addition to scenic photos cast to http://www.noelgyger.ca/video-clips-web.htm to watch a few video clips from the beautiful Nass River system. 

 

CRANBERRY RIVER: Both Steelhead and Coho can be hooked on the same day.  Access to this river is not very good.  

  

KWINIMASS RIVER:  Coho are coming in now.  More rain the better. 

 

ECSTALL RIVER:  Coho should be coming in now with the higher tides.

Area River Records:  Chinook Salmon: Skeena River, 92.5-pounds; Kalum River, 85-pounds; Kitimat River, 74-pounds; Steelhead:  Skeena River, 45-pounds; Coho Salmon: Skeena River, 27-pounds.

CURRENT REPORT and summary for Northern Coastal Rivers:
Fishing Report from:  Ron Wakita of Reliable Guide and Charters
KITIMAT RIVER:     The Kitimat River this week was exceptionally low and clean.  In fact she is as low as she has been all season which is unusual for the Kitimat River water level to be this low in October.  With the river so low the Coho in the Kitimat are stacked in specific holes.

Ariel Kuppers and Jesse Houston found a bunch and they landed 36 Coho in three days Oct 6th to the 8th.  Most of these were on Gibbs Chartreuse spoons.  Well Done Ariel and Jesse!
[image: image4.jpg]


  [image: image5.jpg]



[image: image6.jpg]


  [image: image7.jpg]



Top two Photos: Jesse Houston. Bottom two Photos: Ariel Kuppers. Oct 6-7-8, 2008

Robin McKinley and I landed four Coho on Saturday and lost a few more.  We landed one on a fly (chartreuse egg sucking leech), two on a chartreuse jig and one a Gibbs 3/8 chartreuse croc.
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Pictures of the tackle used:  The Chartreuse Egg Sucking Leech, Chartreuse jig and the Gibbs 3/8 oz. Croc are tackle that worked.

The colour of choice this week was definitely chartreuse.  Whatever the tackle or the method we used, chartreuse was the colour that the Coho preferred.  We also had chartreuse hot tailed hotshots rigged on the hot shot rods, a chartreuse corky on the float rods and chartreuse Vibrax rigged. 

Coho are an amazing salmon to fish for.  They can be caught on the widest range of tackle.  Coho can be caught on hot shots, jigs, spoons, flys, bottom bouncing spin n glos, float fishing , spinners, dick nites, cheaters with curly tails and a few more.  Other factors such as run timing, height of the water, current speed and water clarity are also considered in the decision of what tackle to use.

I subscribe to the theory, "To use the lure best suited for the type of water that the Coho are holding in".  If the Coho are in slow deep pools or back eddies then jigs or retrieving spoons are a good choice.  Next to log jams or stumps drifting a float is a good choice.  In a run with some current, bottom bouncing a spoon or spin n glo rig is a good choice.  In the larger runs, hot shotting is a good bet. 

What ever method or tackle used, success can be measured in the results.  Arie and Jesse had good results with Gibbs spoons.  Robin and I caught Coho on fly, spoons and Jigs.  The highlighted tip for this week on the Kitimat River is "Chartreuse is the colour".
DOUGLAS CHANNEL:    There was not a lot of activity this week on the Douglas Channel.  This weekend being a long weekend a few boaters were heading out for bottom fishing, Crabbing and maybe some winter Springs.  With any luck, Crab and Halibut may be on this weekend's menu along with the Thanksgiving Turkey.  Enjoy the long weekend and tight lines to all.  Ron Wakita
Cast to this link for Kitimat tide tables http://www.waterlevels.gc.ca/cgi-bin/tide-shc.cgi?queryType=showRegion&language=english&region=1
Fishing Report from:  Randy’s River Guiding

Randy Marshall reports having an excellent day guiding one client on the Kalum River on October 11th.  They caught both Steelhead and Coho.
Fishing Report from:  Steelhead Heaven

October 5, 2008 “The American Dream”

What can I say, I get a phone call from Adam and he is arriving tomorrow entertaining a client of his on a fishing trip. This is a normal occurrence throughout the world, until I met Adam and Jesse the next day. When I arrive at the lodge the guys are having breakfast and I do my introduction. After I fill out the licenses and notice that these guys are 19 and 25 yrs old, my eyebrows are raised
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               Coho (Silver) Salmon                                Coho (Silver) Salmon

We spend many days together and the guys are talking business like a couple of high rolling bankers with grey hair and nice belly. Instead I get a kid with braces and his buddy with the look of a starving actor. Am I impressed, hell ya, these kids are top of the food chain at a very young age and have the business sense of an alpha male Wall Street stock broker.
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              Coho (Silver) Salmon                                    “wild” Steelhead

These guys have the internet game figured out and make a nice wage as well. The American dream for sure. Attached are some of the dreams that came true for these guys with some very nice Steelhead and Coho all on the Kuusamo Lures donated from Finland. Also attached is a chrome Coho landed by Terry on the Kitimat River. As you can see this is a Northern Coho as they arrive late in most systems and are of a larger size.

River conditions are on the rise and the last few weeks of season are going to be interesting.

Tracey John Hittel, Kitimat BC Canada
Fishing Report from:  Nicholas Dean Lodge

Hello Anglers,

We are finally starting to experience the telltale signs of Fall. Shorter days, the shift from green to yellow forests, and a dropping mercury level are all indicative that Summer is over and that Winter isn't all that far away. Not to mention the snow capped peaks on the coastal mountains surrounding Terrace. Strange as it may seem, I often welcome this change in season, for it is usually synonymous with prime fishing conditions for both Steelhead and Coho. Rain that would normally fall high up in the mountains tends to fall as snow, limiting the amount of runoff and making often unpredictable rivers more predictable. The cooler weather also has the effect of detracting the fair weather anglers, making rivers less crowded and that much more enjoyable. Plus, what would good Steelhead fishing be like without a little nip in the air?

River and fishing conditions have continued to improve following some heavy rainfall events earlier in the week. Our favourite Steelhead rivers that were a little high and off colour last week are now in prime shape, and the fishing has picked up considerably. One of the unfortunate difficulties that we as guides have to contend with is the often changing balancing act between rain and river levels. When rivers are low and clean, the fish tend to be spooky and can develop "lock-jaw," while high, muddy waters make it difficult for fish to see your presentation. So, we're usually hoping for something in the middle, with rivers on the drop most conducive to the bite. At present, our clients have had some incredible days while fishing for Steelhead using dry flies on smooth, glassy tailouts, to deep pools swinging large, intruder-like wet flies. Just ask Alvaro Orejas and Jose Ardavin, two Spanish clients of ours. They hiked into a few of our favourite Steelhead pools on a remote river, and found ideal conditions for skating dries. Imagine casting your dry fly down and across on a slack line, then seeing a large, chrome object rising from the depths, as you slowly and meticulously skate your fly across the pool. This is surely one of the pinnacles in Steelhead fly fishing, and Alvaro and Jose seemed to time their trip perfectly. They each landed two Steelhead on dry flies, and Alvaro hooked one substantially larger that broke off on the hookset. Sky, who was watching intently from a higher position put the fish at close to 20 lbs. A 20 lb Steelhead on a dry fly - certainly an opportunity of a lifetime!

Coho fishing has also been quite good for anglers willing to employ a range of techniques. When fresh fish are encountered, particularly lower in the rivers, they are very aggressive and aggressive fishing tactics are often the most successful. Sight fishing to pods of Coho that range from 8 to 20 lbs can be thrilling, especially when a large fish breaks from the pod to pursue your fly. Keeping the fly animated, and activating the Flashabou material within the fly is key to success, as is a progressively faster stripping tempo. If you weren't on a river with two thousand high mountains rising abruptly from the valley floor, and numerous waterfalls cascading around you, you'd think that the fishing would resemble sight fishing for pike or other saltwater species. As water levels begin to drop however, conventional fishing tactics such as float fishing and jig fishing are often more productive. One of our good friends and booking agent, Jeff Bright, landed one of the largest Coho that we've seen this year - a 20 lb fish that fought remarkably well, and came to a fly stripped beside a drowned log. More stories to come next week...

Finally, be sure to check out our promotion below for booking in 2009, and don't forget our blog site (www.nicholasdean.blogspot.com), where you can find promotions, posted weekly reports, and other updates.

Until next week, tight lines and screaming reels...Chad Black, Operations Manager
FISHING REGULATIONS WEBSITES:
2007-2009 BC tidal waters and freshwater Salmon fishing information:

www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/recfish 
Effective April 1, 2007 to March 31, 2009
 

2008-2009 Freshwater Fishing Regulations Synopsis:

www.env.gov.bc.ca/fw/fish 
Effective April 1, 2008 to March 31, 2009
 

Note: For In-season Regulation Changes posted on the web check the above URL’s
GUEST FISHING PHOTOS:
*** If any of you have special fishing photos, testimonials, scenic river photos, wildlife photos or articles I would love to see them.
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Noel,

Thank you so much for getting us hooked up with such an awesome guide and lodge.

I've never had a better time and can't thank you enough.

I will send some photos your way tomorrow.  Regard, Adam Fuller 
Note from Noel: Adam and Jesse were guided by Tracey John Hittel of Steelhead Heaven
Catch & Release formula:  
- Chinook:  girth squared x length x 1.54 divided by 1000 (inches) 
- Steelhead: girth squared x length x 1.33 divided by 1000 (inches)
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    PARTNERS IN CHANGE   SkeenaWild Conservation Trust has been working on a certification mark program designed to encourage selective commercial fisheries in the watershed, which release unharmed steelhead and non-target salmon such as chinook and coho. By purchasing SkeenaWild Salmon's selectively harvested Skeena River sockeye you are partnering with Gitxsan and the North Coast Steelhead Alliance to help transform the Skeena River salmon fishery. Order your SkeenaWild Certified hot-smoked sockeye fillets NOW!  They will ship directly to your home. 
 

Cast here for more detail and colour poster
Cast here for order-form
MARKETPLACE   (Sportfishing related items only please) Contact me anytime to list your items
Buy, sell, trade or swap your item or items by listing them here today 

Your Ad will receive LOCAL, REGIONAL, NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL exposure: 

· Your Ad will be posted on my website  

· Your Ad will be promoted in my Weekly Fishing Reports 

· Your Ad will be posted on other websites who host my fishing reports
Examples of what to list:  Boats and accessories, Motors, Vehicles, Air Craft, Rods, Reels, Tackle, Real Estate (i.e. fishing lodge), Rentals (Cabins Cottages), Lakeshore, Tourist accommodation, ATV, RV's, RV sites, Taxidermy, Books, Magazines, Videos, Photographs, Antiques, Artwork, Clothing, Employment, Trade/Swap and Wanted, Help Wanted, etc. 

  

To view the items currently listed please cast to:  http://www.noelgyger.ca/market-place.htm 
To receive my WEEKLY FISHING REPORT and PHOTO via e-mail please send your name and e-mail address to:  Noel Gyger noel@noelgyger.ca
 

GOOD LUCK and GOOD FISHING!

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Noel F. Gyger

 

Back to:  http://noelgyger.ca/past-fishing-reports.htm
 

Home page:  www.noelgyger.ca
